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	 	 	 Welcome	
When I look at some programmes, they show people with ulterior 

motives. Many adverts have ulterior motives. Well, when you get 

an invitation to church, our motivation needs to be loud and clear.  

1. We want to give you the best chance of worshipping the creator 

of the universe, who loves us!  

2. We want only the very best for you, and see that as 

encountering this loving and powerful Jesus.   

Thought for the Week 

Whilst reflecting on the recent 

news on Parliamentary standards 

and values, I was reminded of 

Paul’s writing to the Philippians.  

In chapter four he says that 

“whatever is true, whatever is 

noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is admirable – if 

anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy - think about such 

things. Whatever you have 

learned or received or heard 

from me, or even seen in me- 

put into practice. And the God 

of peace will be with you.”  

St. MARGARET’S       
WEEKLY SERVICES/
EVENTS        

Weds 24th Nov~ Holy 
Communion. 10.30am 

Sun 28th Nov ~Songs of 
Praise 9.45am Crick 

Mon 29th Nov ~ Little Saints 
2.15 ~3.15pm 

COME AND JOIN US. 
OUR DOOR IS ALWAYS 

OPEN AND OUR 
WELCOME ASSURED. 

ST MARGARET’S VOICES 
  St Margaret of Antioch Church  ~  Crick 

Virtue or Vice:  In an earlier “Voices” I wrote that virtue, in 

that case patience, was perhaps not necessarily as effective as 

impatience could be, when it came to getting things done for 

the common good. Kindness – and we have witnessed so 

much of it, in the past couple of years especially – can merge 

into ‘unwanted’ kindness more suited to fulfilling the needs of 

the kindness-giver than the recipient. Kindness can at times 

become blind sentimentality, an unthinking response with no 

awareness attached to it. “Killing someone with kindness”. 

So too with many other ‘virtues’. Maybe we all have to watch 

out, in all humility, to keep a balance and boundaries, in order 

that ‘virtue’ does not spill over into becoming a ‘vice’!? 
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Prayer for the week 

Almighty God, thank you for never 

stopping believing in me. 

Sometimes, it’s hard to grasp how 

much You love me, care for me 

and want my life to be better. 

Lord, I need more of this reality in 

my life. I need to understand more 

how much You pour your love 

over me. Help me to grow in this 

truth. Amen. 

Are You Prepared? 
A beautiful early morning, our 

friend in her garden, still in 

pyjamas.  All was well in the world.  

But then, out of nowhere, she was 

brutally stabbed by her next-door 

neighbour’s son during a 

psychotic episode.  She was 

virtually dead before she hit the 

ground.  Her 18-year-old son 

appeared and in wrestling the 

knife from the attacker, fatally 

wounded him. This poor boy had 

to be arrested before he was 

cleared of any crime. 

Others have much longer to 

prepare to meet their maker 

but let us all be mindful as 

we prepare to celebrate 

Christ’s birth. John 18: 33-37 What comes to mind when you hear the word – 

king? A man in magnificent attire who can do whatever he wants – 

hopefully for the good of his country? Jesus was taken before Pilate 

and states, “My kingship is not of this world, my kingdom is from 

another place.” Pilate replies, “You are a king then?” Peter, when 

asked by Jesus, “Who do people say that I am?” replied, “You are the 

Messiah, the son of the living God.” Peter sees the bigger picture, he 

knows Jesus personally and gives a much more accurate response. 

Contributors: Rev Graeme, Richard 

Cattle, Hazel Gault, Alison Howard, 

Dave Milne, Sue Milne, Kent Polley 

John Rogers, Ray Smith

Fact File: Advent The word ‘Advent’ is derived from the 

Latin, meaning ‘coming’, and is a time of preparation for Christ’s 

birth. It first emerged in the Church of England in the 4th/5th 

centuries and, like Lent, lasted for 40 days.  Later, it was 

represented by the four Sundays before Christmas.  

In the dark days of the season, there are no flowers in church and 

the altar hangings are changed to purple.  This reminds us to 

pause amid the secular happenings and Advent calendars for 

pets, and focus on the preparation for the birth of our Saviour. 

Revelation 1: 4b-8 The Revelation to John. This final book of the 

Bible has fascinated folk in every age. Its purpose is to be a picture to 

illustrate the Bible message of redemption and of God’s love. It is all 

encompassing both for time and content; the Alpha and Omega – the A 

to Z ( v.8 ) – isolated verses have been used to mislead, but taken as  

panoramic vision it safely reveals God to us. This is scriptural poetry to 

inspire and sustain. 

George Bourne’s great Eucharistic hymn is an echo:   

Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour, first-begotten from the dead 

Risen, ascended, glorified. 

Anyone remember the ‘snes’ from the 1990’s? (super Nintendo 

entertainment system).  

My cousin had really wanted it for Christmas one year – His joy and 

gratitude when he got one was a sight to behold. It was dusted and 

cared for like nothing else he had ever had. So, you can imagine his 

disappointment when his jealous brother broke it!  

God reminds us to be thankful for our wonderful world and to look 

after it – not break it!   As we begin to look towards Christmas let us 

remember to show gratitude for the gifts we have been given. 
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