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Welcome 

How lucky are we to have Cracks Hill on our 
doorstep... and the occasional swing at the top – at 
your own risk of course! Graeme Anderson- our new 
vicar has a dog, Willow, who will love the spaces 
around Millennium and Jubilee woods.                                                                                                
The nativity scene, Christmas lights, online services, 
carol concert – and the worship in church; it’s been 
fabulous.                                                                                                                            
However, with Northamptonshire moving to tier 4, we 
have made the difficult decision to move to ‘private 
prayer’ on Sundays from 9.45 to 10.45am during January. 
We have wanted to behave in a responsible way with this 
more contagious virus and avoid causing undue risk to 
the Crick community. Our online meditations will 
continue.                                                                                                   
New year is traditionally a time for resolutions. Why not 
make it a goal to join us for private prayer; we would 
love to see you, or make it to the top of Cracks Hill- but 
take your wellies! 
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Thought for the week 

Releasing What is Already 
There   In Luke’s gospel 17: 5-6, 
Jesus disciples ask him to increase 
their faith.  Jesus’ response is that ‘ if 
you have faith as small as a mustard 
seed, you could make all kinds of 
extraordinary things happen’. What’s 
lovely is how Jesus turns the 
question on its head: It’s not more 
faith that is required, but to release 
that which is already present within 
each person.                                     In 
2020, all sorts of wonderful things 
happened at St Margaret’s as we 
came together as a community and 
released our talents. What are God’s 
plans for each of us in 2021? 

A Young Person’s View       

‘Pre-school tomorrow, then 
another pre-school, then it’s 
CHRISTMAS!’                
“Grannie, I really, really like 
Father Christmas”,               
‘Yes so do I Noah, but I think 
everyone likes him’.            
“Well actually, not old 

people”.                                  
Is Noah already understanding 
the unfairness of Father 
Christmas only bringing 
presents for the young?! 

Noah, aged 4 
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Jeremiah 31 v 7-14: God never lets go until He achieves 
restoration. Despite the waywardness of His people, in His mercy, 
He leads them home.  I can think of many times in my life when I 
have felt far from God. These are times when I have been wayward 
and gone my own sinful way. But glory be to God that He never 
gives up on us and in His goodness and loving kindness forgives us 
our sins and as long as we repent will remember them no more. 
What a wonderful saviour. 
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Psalm 147                        
Psalm 147 is a song of praise and a 

confirmation of God’s majesty and 

mighty power, over his creation. 

Nothing is beyond God’s power and 

magnificence and yet, this awesome 

God of ours, stoops to “heal the 

broken hearted and bind up their 

wounds.” Our gracious, merciful God, 

who has given us the right to be 

called his children, delights in those 

who, “put their hope in his unfailing 

love”. So, as we enter this very 

uncertain and challenging new year 

may we do just that, with all our 

hearts, our minds, our bodies and our 

souls.                                                                              

Lenin’s opening speech to the 

Second Communist International in 

1922 was a brilliant critique of 

Capitalism in which he described its 

inevitable consequences in the 

establishment of a very few grossly 

rich people, banks and global 

companies. He was sincere believing 

that the vaccine of Communism 

would halt this political pandemic. 

What he didn’t see, at the time, was 

what we see now; that as many 

people would suffer death and 

deprivation in the establishment of his 

dream as would suffer under 

Capitalism.      As George McCloud of 

Iona said, “There is only one way 

left”; a change of heart in people: the 

answer is Jesus Christ.   

True Drops of Love by Mother Teresa                                              
Do not think that love, in order to be genuine, has to be 

extraordinary. What we need is to love without getting tired.  

How does a lamp burn? Through the continuous input of small 

drops of oil. 

What are these drop of oil in our lamps? They are the small things 

of daily life: faithfulness, small words of kindness, a thought for 

others, our way of being silent, of looking, of speaking and acting. 

These are the true drops of love that keep our lives and 

relationships burning like a lively flame. 

Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength 

lies. 

Contributors: Pam Barson, Barbara 

Brazier, Bryan Gault, Dave Milne, Sue 

Milne, Noah, Ron Parker, Kent Polley, 

Sheila Robertson, John Rogers,

Fact File- New Year: Some old traditions will have been 
scrapped this year – no kissing, or clasping  hands in Auld Lang 
Syne! Socially-distanced, though, it might have been possible to 
celebrate with Calennig, an old Welsh custom. Children would call 
at houses on New Year’s Day, singing and bearing gifts and 

receiving a gift in return. To warm things up, Stonehaven, 
Aberdeenshire, stages a parade of individuals swinging fireballs 
above their heads! The event, dating back over 100 years, is 

traditionally a cleansing ritual, with the flames burning away bad 
spirits from the previous year. Anyone fancy that next December? 

Prayer for the Week                                                               
Dear Father, a year ago we stood at the door of a new year, full 
of hope.  Little did we know what lay ahead.  Tragedy and 
hardship have affected so many people, making optimism hard, 
but let us never forget that we do not stand on the threshold of 
2021 alone. We can have hope for the future because we face it 

with you, the one constant in an ever-changing world.          
Amen

It was lovely to receive two certificates from the 

food bank with the last two weights of our 

donations. They had stopped sending them 

during lockdown. We will put them up on the 

noticeboard for you to see. 

We again suggested Reverse Advent Calendars at Christmas and 

received quite a few, even though it’s been a hard Christmas for 

some. Our donations continue to pour in. We are extremely 

grateful and hope we can continue into January. We will be taking 

our Christmas donations to the food bank in the second week of 

January. Still time to donate, if you can.
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