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Thought for the week 

“Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 
Scripture to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may… hear them, read, 
mark, learn and inwardly digest them….. “   
Hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly 
digest… It is all too easy to savour the 
cadence, hear them, read, mark learn and 
inwardly digest them… that we miss the 
phrase which has gone before… “all Holy 
Scriptures…written for our learning”. The 
scriptures were written so that we may 
learn from them.              
The Archdeacon told us that Jewish boys 
had to learn the first five books of the 
Bible by heart.  We have a different task.  
We have to “inwardly digest” all Holy 
Scripture.  Lovely phrase, “inwardly 
digest”.  There indeed is a challenge for 
us!                                        

   Prayer for the Week                   

“ Jesus we love you, worship and ADORE  

you”… 

So fill our hearts with Adoration.                   

You alone Deserve our praise.                

We recognise your Omnipotence and 

acknowledge that your Reign is Eternal… 

“ Glorify your name in all the earth” 

Amen 

ST MARGARET’S VOICES 
  St Margaret of Antioch Church  ~  Crick 

It’s been a long, hard nine months for everyone in the village 

and the church, what with the pandemic and its 

consequences for the community, especially the elderly and 

house-bound; and then for the church there’s been an equally 

long ministerial vacancy. But there has been a power released 

in the church, and now we’re expecting Graeme and Judy 

Anderson to arrive in the Rectory soon. We’re nearly at the 

shortest day, the crocuses and snowdrops are waiting to peep 

up and there is a batch of Vaccines in the offing. And it’s 

Advent. Whoopee, welcome to life!   

An Advent 12 Days     
On the 1st day...   I gave books to charity.              
On the 2nd day… I baked festive treats   
On the 3rd day…  I made a Christmas gift  
On the 4th day…  I called relatives to say hi!  
On the 5th day…   I put items in the food bank  
On the 6th day…  I was good to wildlife   
On the 7th day…  I cleaned my room   
On the 8th day…   l sang a carol    
On the 9th day…   I thanked my friends and family 
On the 10th day… I smiled at all I met   
On the 11th day… I looked after the environment      
On the 12th day… I was especially kind to others 
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A Young Person’s Voice 

Putting up St Margaret’s 
Lights 

“I helped hold the ladder 
for Daddy. Daddy and Dave 
put the lights in the tree. 
They used a big stick. Me 
and mummy got wet from 
the drips. I like Christmas 
lights and helping to put 
them up.”      
William  Aged 4 

This poem was found in a 
church magazine. It was 
written by Nigel Beeton, 
of St Mancroft Church, 
Norwich, with apologies to 
W H Davies.   

What is this life, if full of 
care, we have no time to 
spend in prayer? 

No time to meet our Father 
dear and hear the words we 
need to hear? 

No time because we’re 
rushed to death and fail to 
hear the spirit’s breath? 

No time because our lives 
absurd preclude from time 
spent with His word? 

No time within our full 
employ to know our Lord’s 
transcending joy? 

What is this life, if full of 
care we have no time to 
spend in prayer? 

Mark 1: 1-8 Apart from Jesus, John the Baptist is probably the 

most theologically significant figure in the Gospels. Although his 

formative years were lived in obscurity in the desert, his public 

ministry ended nearly four hundred years of prophetic silence. John 

was that voice crying in the wilderness. John's lifestyle was as 

austere as his message. What must people have made of this man, 

living in the wilderness, clothed in camel hair and eating locusts 

and wild honey?                                                                             

John was no crowd pleaser but gave a strong message. That 

message is no less important in today’s ‘wilderness’. 

Contributors: William Brazier, Bryan 

Gault, Dave Milne, Sue Milne, Fred 

Norton, Ron Parker, Kent Polley, Sheila 

Robertson, Beth Stanley, David Turner

Factfile:  Crick Wharf: The main buildings at Crick Wharf were 

constructed between 1812 and 1816 and initially operated by the 
Grand Union Canal Company. The Wharf thrived for over a hundred 
years, supplying coal and lime for Crick and the surrounding villages, 
and stone for repairing the roads in the area. Warehousing, stabling, 
a forge, lime kilns and a public inn called ‘The Grand Union’ were 
established. Lime-stone was brought in by barge and used to 
produce quicklime which was used for spreading on fields and for 

making concrete and mortar, some no doubt on St. Margaret’s 
Church. 

Isaiah 40: 1-11: Isaiah prophesises  the coming of the Messiah 

(Comfort my people. Your sins are forgiven) and the coming of the 

messenger proclaiming this coming (Prepare ye the way of the 

Lord) 600 years before these events occur. How amazing is that? 

Isaiah is writing to people in a tough and grim situation. That 

applies to many people today too.  Our very own loving Saviour 

Jesus: is gentle, tender and concerned intimately with the least of 

us. He is outside of time, but we can be assured that He will return 

one day and we have to expect His return, and be ready. 

Looking around the village, confirms that we are on our way 

to Christmas! The decorations and lights springing up are a cheerful 

reminder of the joy awaiting us, when we celebrate again the birth 

of Jesus. Don’t however, let the lights blind you to the need for an 

Advent journey. Let them remind us of the light of Christ, guiding 

our thoughts, actions and words as we contemplate this last year. 

Seek out God’s blessing within the trauma and place your life in his 

hands, so you may share the love and light of Christ this Advent. 
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