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Welcome.   

This week’s reading from John 20 sees the 
disciples gathered together behind closed 

doors, a bit like we have been for weeks, 
though for different reasons.  Jesus came 
to them and told them not to be afraid and 
encouraged them to go out and spread 
the word. 

Our church building has been closed but, 
via modern technology, we have found a 
way to reach out, not just to the village but 
even to the Caribbean!  We are very 

encouraged by the response and hope 
that this will herald a new dawn
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Thought for the week 

‘New Every Morning is the Love.’  
Those words of John Keble have 

comforted and inspired Christians for 

nearly 200 years. Keble was a friend of 

many prominent clergy and others in the 

19th Century, but he was content to 

remain rector of a small country parish, 

Hursley, near Winchester. These words 

convey a profound truth for all Christians.  

Whatever may happen to us in the day 

that follows, good or bad, we are assured 

of God’s love. These words reflect St 

Paul’s writing, nothing can separate us 

from the love of God.   We can try and 

say these words to ourselves each 

morning as soon as we wake, we can find 

the hymn on the internet and sing along 

if we like, but pause a moment each day 

to reflect on this truth.                                           

‘New Every Morning is The Love’ 

A Prayer for the week 

Lord Jesus, as we remember your Ascension, 

we thank you for the  great examples in 

history of men and women who shared your 

love and fellowship.  We thank you for those 

who were instrumental to us in our own 

conversion. We thank you for their guidance 

in leading us to you that we may also share 

in your love and resurrection, giving us total 

love, freedom and redemption.    Amen  
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Music in the Time of Coronavirus. Churches lie 
silent, no organ, no singing, no bells. But music 
remains a universal solace and continues to unite us - 
birdsong, window-side arias, streets full of clapping 
and drumming! Virtual choirs too!     
The beat of the heart is what every one of us hears 
before birth. Music significantly expresses all our 
emotions, especially sadness and joy, and brings 
comfort in these frightening times.  There is ‘music, 
sweet music’ everywhere and we thank God for it.
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A Young Person’s View 

I have been going to Nana 
and Gran-grand’s garden 
to see the duckies. The 
black one is my best one. 
He runs so fast! I miss all 
my church, and pre-school 
friends. I liked saying 
hello, sharing my 

chocolate buttons and 
showing my church friends 
my forward rolls on zoom!  

Zac (age 3) 

Acts 2: 1-21   ‘ They were 

all together in one place and 
they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit.’  A mighty sound, 
‘flames’ appearing, how utterly 
amazing! God chose Peter, 

who had denied Christ three 
times, to preach the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  Today, we 
can’t be together, but we can 
be filled with his Spirit. God 
can change our feeble hearts 
to ones full of the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Praise the Lord!                 

John 20: v 19-23   It could be said that these 4 verses recorded 

by John describe the most important event contained in the Bible. 

 Without this event the Christian religion would not have come about, 

it was the catalyst for the formation of the Christian church.  Christ 

proved his resurrection , convincing his disciples and then 

empowering them.  They then went forth into the world without any 

doubt and with the power to act in the stead of Christ , who would 

ascend to heaven.

Fact File: Antioch was founded in 300 BC by a former general of 

Alexander the Great.  Located at the crossroads of North-South and 

East-West trade routes across NW Syria, it flourished and was 

annexed by Rome in 64 BC, becoming the third largest city in the 

empire. It also was one of the earliest centres of Christianity, being 

the headquarters of St. Paul, the apostle, around 47-55 AD.  Acts 11, 

verse 26 says that it was there that believers were first called 

Christians. It was there, too, that ‘our’ St. Margaret was born.  More 

about her later! 
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NHS Frontline:  In nursing, having a sense of humour is definitely a 

positive attribute. Colleagues will often say “if you don’t laugh, you’d 

cry”. When Boris Johnson announced the reduction of the lockdown, 

my colleagues had a similar response. One tweeted “that’s it… I’m 

moving to Scotland, and I’m booking the whole of June off”, 

predicting a surge in Covid19 cases, prolonging the time wearing hot, 

uncomfortable PPE for 12 hour shifts whilst saving lives. Another 

colleague announced that eventually she’ll need the help of both 

Slimming World and Alcoholics Anonymous. There’s definitely a time 

and a place for humour, but sometimes it’s what gets you through. 

Life in Lockdown for Walking Poles:  Unlike us, you humans are 

not used to living in isolation. Our home is in the dark boot of a car. 

Recently we have noticed that we are allowed out for longer than our 

normal one hour a day! All seems eerily silent apart from the birds’ song 

which we have never experienced before! This encourages us to count 

our blessings. As we lift our eyes Heavenward we notice that Our Boss 

is still giving and receiving smiles. These are important for as long as 

the smiles keep coming all will be well. 
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