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Unexpected Welcome  

Whilst in Los Angeles in the late 90’s, we heard of the Crystal 

Cathedral (now Christ Cathedral)  in nearby Orange County 

and decided to visit.  We found a huge all-glass building, but 

outside hundreds of youngsters in brightly coloured  gowns 

and mortar boards.  They went in for their graduation 

ceremony and we stood by.  Then an usher came out to us and 

invited us in.  An amazing , uplifting service - seating for over 

2,000 and with one of the world’s largest organs.  Afterwards, 

in the grounds we saw a never-to-be-forgotten larger than life  

tableau of Christ holding a child, surrounded by children and 

SMILING beautifully with welcoming outstretched arm.  We 

should think of Christ smiling in welcome as I am sure he did.
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Thought for the week 

John 20: 21 - 23. "The Peace". 

During our communion service 

we are invited to share "The 

Peace". In these verses we read 

having breathed the Holy Spirit 

on the disciples, Jesus says, "If 

you forgive anyone's sins, their 

sins are forgiven, if you do not 

forgive anyone's sin, they are not 

forgiven". Sharing the peace is a 

time when we can offer our 

forgiveness to those who have 

hurt us and/or ask for their 

forgiveness. Having done that, in 

God’s eyes it truly prepares us to 

receive the bread and the wine. 

Sharing the peace means more 

than just a handshake. Its an 

opportunity.                                                                                                                                            

A Young Person’s View.              
I’ve been really missing school, 

and my friends, so I was super 

excited when my teacher 

arranged a class Zoom meeting. 

We took turns to talk about what 

we’ve done in lockdown, and 

show our friends something 

special. It was great to hear 

everyone’s stories and to see my 

friends. I showed them my dog, 

Lottie and my Lego Star Wars tie 

fighter starships I’d made.                    

By Blake (age 7) 

ST MARGARET’S VOICES 
  St Margaret of Antioch Church  ~  Crick 

The Magna Carta: Eight hundred and five years ago today, 

Magna Carta was agreed to by King John. It was the first time in 

English history that certain rights became law, including the 

protection of ‘church rights’. These ‘church rights’ protected the 

right of people to worship, without that worship being controlled 

by the government or the throne. This is one of the only three 

clauses of Magna Carta still on statute today. As the church 

reaches out to increasing numbers of people during lockdown, it 

is strange to think that our right to worship was enshrined in law 

more than eight hundred years ago.     
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OLD TESTAMENT: 1 
CHRONICLES 4 vv 9-10                                                

THE JABEZ PRAYER.                
And Jabez called on the God 

of Israel saying, “Oh, that 

You would bless me indeed, 

and enlarge my territory, that 

Your hand would be with me, 

and that You would keep me 

from evil, that I may not 

cause pain!” So God granted 

him what he requested.                           

Someone once said there is 

really very little difference 

between people – but that 

little difference makes a great 

deal of difference . Jabez 

doesn’t stand out among the 

greats of the Old Testament; 

he is only mentioned in these 

two verses. Sitting in the 

midst of the family tree of the 

Hebrew tribes, his simple, 

direct request to God 

changed his life and left a 

permanent legacy. 

A Prayer for the Week.  
Lord we pray for your 

blessing on all who share the 

Good News of your Kingdom 

in this community and across 

the world.  In these times of 

great upheaval we pray that 

we may respond to your Holy 

Spirit so that many may be 

led into a deep relationship 

with God through Jesus. 

Amen 

Sir Thomas White – extended links. It  was Ascension Day in 1959. I 

and an old school friend had tea with Canon Dunn at Crick Rectory. We 

were all old boys of a Sir Thomas White foundation, Merchant Taylors 

School.He talked with admiration of Bishop Spencer Leeson, producing 

his visitors’ book containing the Bishop’s signature. Spencer Leeson had 

been headmaster of our old school. His memorial window in 

Peterborough Cathedral indicates this. Half a century later I was installed 

as a Canon in the Cathedral. I was allocated stall sixteen. The prayer 

book on the stall indicated that a previous occupier had been Canon 

Dunn. 

Contributors: Cordelia Fiddes, 
Richard Cattle, Bryan Gault, Blake 

Mason, Michala Mason, Dave Milne, 

Ray Smith David Turner, John Winn 

Matthew 9 v 35-38 When Jesus saw the crowds, He had compassion 

on them, because they were harrassed and helpless, like sheep without 

a shepherd. At this time during the corona virus, many people are 

feeling harrassed and helpless. We can be assured that God is a god of 

compassion, who seeks the well being of His children, strengthening and 

encouraging them. Fear not, He is with us always. 

NHS Frontline: My friend Philip set himself a challenge to 

complete a 5k activity every day in May. His goal was to raise 

£200 for Rainbows Hospice. Philip had some adventurous 

ideas about how to achieve this. He did 5k runs, cycle rides 

with bow bear (the Rainbows mascot) in tow. He even roped 

his two young boys into running 5k up and down the stairs in 

his house! Finally, he did an 11.2K run in a handmade crochet 

outfit! One lady even stopped him in the street to ask for his 

fundraising details. She donated £20! He raised £1190 

altogether! If you’d like to donate, his details are: https://

www.justgivom/fundraising/philip-yorkstone3

Fact File:  Spire Repairs - 1906 style.  In 1906 St. Margaret’s 

spire needed repairs - the spire was to be repointed and new stonework 

applied. This was done by Linnell’s of Rugby - all the stone was cut to 

size in the yard of what is now the Manor but was then a farmhouse. 

Wooden scaffolding was erected for work to commence. Two village 

ladies decided to climb the scaffolding on to the first staging - then 

became too frightened to come down. The stonemasons had to 

secure them by rope under their arms, lowering them to a ladder, 

much to the delight of local onlookers! 
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