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Welcome 

When I was a Medical Student I delivered 26 babies and 
it was an amazing experience; I was carefully supervised, 
of course. I can still remember the excitement as these 
new, little slippery human beings came slithering into 

the world and the moments of suspension as their tiny 
bodies came to terms with the new environment before 
they cried out in protest at their cool, dry new world. 
And then there was the look of sheer ecstasy on the 
mother’s face as she was handed her little bundle of joy. 
Having had such an intimate relationship with the foetus 
for nine months now was the miracle of birth. 
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Thought for the week 

My mind is full of the situation 
surrounding Harry and Megan. 
Families are messy, people 
make huge mistakes, and very 
imperfect motivations are 
exposed. Welcome to being 
human. One response is to be 
so incredibly guarded, or 
transparent, or a 
careful mixture of the two. 
There are many other 
responses as well. One thing is 
for sure. Families don't work 
without serious and long 
lasting forgiveness. We pray 
that for the royal family, 
Megan's family, and the 
institutions of the Royal family 
and the press.  
Amen. 

      Prayer for the week 
Dear Lord and Father, on this Mothering 

Sunday our thoughts focus on our 
mothers. Thank you for the special place 
they have in our hearts. Comfort those 

who have recently lost their  mothers 
and be close to those who are 

struggling because they have no 
children. Be close to those who are sad 
because they are far apart from those 

they love. We thank you that Lockdown 
is soon to come to an end and once 

more grown up children and their 
parents can begin to make plans to 
meet and hug each other again.  

Amen 
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MOTE AND BEAM:  Some time ago now the nation watched in 

open-mouthed horror as Handworth Parish Council held its 

Zoom meeting for all to see. Surely that wouldn’t happen here!! 

Really?        

We have also been entertained by another UTube video in 

which a middle-aged lady potters in an increasingly muddled 

way, doing a bit of this and that, perpetually distracted and 

getting nowhere. Once again, our personal comfort may lie in 

our belief that, Oh, we are far better organised! But are we? 

We humans do a good deal of finger-pointing rather than 

owning that the truth might be nearer to home! And this the 

Bible acknowledges on more than one occasion. 
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Mothers 
If Mums disappeared, where 
would we be?    
In a school?  In a shed? In a lake? 
In a tree?      
Mums often get you out of 
trouble,    
and if they weren’t there I think 
there’d be double!     
    
The mess in the house, the crumbs 
on the table,    
Who will tidy that when we are not 
able?     
They help give you cuddles, they 
help do your hair-    
I think that Mummies (and 
Nannies) do care!   
Izzie (age 12) 

 Luke 22: 33-35 
     ‘FAILURE IS NOT FINISH’ 
Confidence and trust in God is a 

common theme running though 

out the Bible. In the previous 

verse, Jesus has warned Peter, 

that like Job in the Old 

Testament he was to pass 

through a period of darkness and 

temptation from which he was to 

emerge toughened and trained, 

and fitted to help his fellow 

believers. When we face trials 

and temptations we should not 

be discouraged, but in 

confidence take it to the Lord in 

prayer, knowing that God has 

allowed this to happen, and ask 

what beneficial purpose he has, 

that I may be fruitful and useful 

to Him.  

Exodus 2: 1-10:  I don’t think any of us can imagine what the 

Hebrew mothers could possibly have been through at the time when 

the Pharaoh decided to pass a law killing all the baby boys born to 

the Hebrews in his land. 

Not only did they have to go through the trials of birth at the time 

but then the fear that their child would be a boy and would be killed 

by the Egyptian Soldiers. 

Moses mother Jochebed is to me an incredibly strong and 

resourceful mother; and I think we can all take inspiration from her 

faith in God.  

Fact File:  SCHOOL’S IN: Schools being topical at present, 

I have browsed some entries from the Crick School diary, 1863, 
which vividly illustrate how discipline has changed.   
On May 6, William and George Bromwich each received “1 
stripe on the hand for playing about instead of hastening to 
school”.      
Children of both sexes often received “a stripe on the hand” for 
misdemeanours. The worst was Oliver Bishop.  In October he 

had a “severe thrashing for continual truanting and sundry 
deceptions”. He truanted again in November and this time was 
suspended from the Free List.  I wonder what became of him! 
More next time….. 

Once a month I receive an email from Google Maps 

showing me where I’ve been – or, more accurately, where my phone 

has been!  But my timeline only tells part of the story.  It shows 

places, not people.  We are all spending much more time right now 

simply walking around the village and enjoying conversations with 

those we chance to meet.  We like travelling to different places, and 

I’m certainly looking forward to doing this again, but my Google 

Map highlights something that we can take for granted: the 

importance of community and making connections with our 

neighbours. 

Contributors: Rev’d Graeme Anderson, 

Izzie Farrow, Cordelia Fiddes, Hazel Gault, 

Alison Howard, Dave Milne, Ron Parker, 

John Rogers, Ray Smith, Lorna Taylor

“International Women’s Day? When’s International Men’s 

Day?” The answer, by the way, is 11th November. Why is it that we 

always hear more about International Men’s Day on International 

Women’s Day, than on 11th November? 

As Victor Hugo put it, “You have enemies? Good. That means you’ve 

stood up for something in your life.” The Romans felt threatened by 

Jesus because his message of Love was changing the world for the 

better. But their reaction wasn’t nearly as powerful as his message. 
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