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Thought for the week 

Jesus went  into the mountain 
apart to pray:                                                       
Alone Jesus prayed. We do not know his 
thoughts or words. However, he had told 
his disciples how to pray. He offers this 
model also for us who are his own today, 
especially in our times of business and 
stress. As we pray we should:                                                  
Revere the name of God                           
Look for the coming of his kingdom  
Seek his will for our lives                   
Accept that it is alright to pray for 
personal needs                                         
Ask to be forgiven for failure, and to offer 
it to others                                                 
Seek shielding from all that tempts us. 

           Prayer for the Week                   
Father of all, I look around me 

and I see: People who are sick, 

physically or mentally. Please 

heal them;  People in mourning. 

Please comfort them; People 

who are bitter and angry. Please 

calm them; People who are 

afraid for the future. Please 

reassure them; People who are 

lonely. Please give them solace; 

People who are hungry. Please 

feed them.                          

Thank you Lord, for all those 

acting as your instruments to do 

your work. Amen 
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What goes up and down and stays in the same place?... 
Stairs!!! Last week the base of the 12th century spiral staircase 
was ‘rediscovered’ after a tidy up. 

This proved unsettling as stairs are always up to something! 
Like the PCC! Work on the servery has started, the advert for 
a new vicar will soon be published and the sound of bells is 
imminent. The church is open on Sundays 10 till 12 noon for 
private prayer and the first service is on the 6th September. 
We will be taking part in the Historic churches ‘Ride and 
Stride’ and have just appointed our new baptism coordinator! 
Phew! There is more but come in ‘you’re welcome’. 

Meeting with Family:“We’ll be passing Crick in an hour; 

can we drop by for a cuppa in the garden?” asked my 

brother and sister-in-law.   It’s the last part of this question 

that gives a clue to the strange times we’re in.  With just 

enough time to whip out the mixing bowl and rustle up 

some scones for tea, we spent a delightful 

couple of hours catching up in person.  

Meeting up; having tea together- simple 

pleasures and so greatly appreciated.  And my 

brother awarded the scones 10/10.  He is 

always welcome! 
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The Lamb 

Little Lamb, who made thee? 
Dost thou know who made thee? 
Gave thee life & bid thee feed 
By the stream and o’er the mead; 
Gave thee clothing of delight, 
Softest clothing woolly bright; 
Gave thee such a tender voice, 
Making all the vales rejoice; 
Little Lamb who made thee? 
Dost thou know who made thee? 

Little Lamb I’ll tell thee, 
Little Lamb I’ll tell thee: 
He is called by thy name! 
For he calls himself a Lamb: 
He is meek & he is mild! 
He became a little child: 
I a child and thou a lamb! 
We are called by his name. 
Little Lamb, God bless thee. 
Little Lamb, God bless thee. 
By William Blake 

Psalm 139:   I had done research 
with Mary Burton before she retired 
to Vezelay in North Central France, 
one of the starting points for the 
road to Compostela and where 
Bernard of Clairvaux had preached 
in the immense Romanesque 
basilica. She had worked musically 
with the nuns there up to the day 
she died. I was there for her funeral 
and there was quite a crowd, 
including the nuns. As  I arrived I 
was asked to read Psalm 139. It was 
overwhelming to read it in this 
enormous historic Abbey.This 
psalm needs to be read and re-
read, as it describes our 
relationship with The Creator. (It still 
overwhelms me). 

Matthew 114: vv 22-33 Jesus walked on the lake toward 

the terrified disciples. Full of bravado, Peter asks Jesus if he can 

go across the water to join him. Jesus replies, “Come”. Peter gets 

out of the boat and starts to walk toward Jesus but instead of 

being amazed he focuses on the waves and becomes terrified. 

Jesus has to help Peter back into the boat. How often do we 

focus on the problem rather than appreciate the solution? The 

word  'Come' is both a command and an invitation. We can 

achieve amazing things by trusting in Jesus.
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Factfile: The Black Death peaked in Europe 

from1347-1351.  In some English villages, 80-90% of people 
died.  The clergy first blamed loose public morality for the 
pestilence, but later fell silent when many of them died too. 
This diminished the Catholic Church’s influence on society. 
Despite the horror, however, there were some benefits for 
the survivors: to address the labour shortage, many nobles 
started offering better working conditions and higher wages, 

and peasants could, for the first time, negotiate their 
conditions and be paid more fairly for their work. A new self-
respect and ideas of equality resulted.                                                                         
It puts Covid-19 as bad as it is into perspective 

Gardens:  “God Almighty first planted a garden” wrote Francis 

Bacon 400 years ago, “and indeed it is the purest of human 

pleasures”. And he not only planted a garden, “the Lord God 

walked in the garden in the cool of the day” (Genesis 3 v8). Like 

our Maker, we must relax in it.  Whether our garden is large 

enough to walk in, or whether it is a window box and some pots 

on a balcony, we too must enjoy our garden.                              

The word ‘paradise’ is often translated ‘garden of God’ and we 

must enjoy our gardens here below, before we enjoy that 

Paradise that awaits us all above.

Summer: God didn’t just randomly throw the world 

together! He created it very carefully, making something 
perfect for humans to live in and enjoy. He gave us light and 
dark, water and earth and seasons to bring order to his 

creation. Summer is a gift from God. A season needed, 
especially after the last few months, to relax, to let the 
warmth and light revitalise our bodies and minds. Whilst 
keeping close to God in thanks and praise restores our souls. 
May this summer season be a time of refreshment and rest 
for us all. 
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