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Welcome!  

Today we received the official announcement from the Diocese 

of Peterborough confirming the appointment of our new, 

Interim Rector. 

‘I am delighted to announce that following 

interview and with the agreement of Bishop 

Donald, the Patrons and the parish 

representatives, the Reverend Graeme 

Anderson, currently Vicar at Holy Trinity 

Coventry, has been offered, and has accepted 

the invitation to become the Interim Rector of Crick & Yelvertoft 

w Clay Coton and Lilbourne.                      

A date for Graeme’s Institution and Induction will be 

announced in due course.                                               

Bishop Donald and Archdeacon Richard are very grateful to all 

who helped with the preparation of the profile, all the 

arrangements for the interview and for the continuing and 

encouraging ministry of the Benefice in the service of Christ 

during the vacancy. Please pray for Graeme as he completes 

his ministry in Coventry and as he and his wife Judy prepare to 

move to Crick.’                                                                    

Signed by The Venerable Richard Ormston  Archdeacon of 

Northampton                           
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Thought for the week 

The Ten ‘We Cans’               
- We can walk with a friend, 
a different friend each day!                      
- We can enjoy a take-away 
meal;                                    -
We can visit a garden centre                                     
-We can take our rubbish to 
the ‘Tip’                                       
-We can have time to read 
quietly                                         
-We can work on our 
hobbies                                      
-We can look forward to 
celebrating the real reason 
for Christmas                        
-We can have time with God 
-We can be thankful we are 
not responsible for making 
almost impossible, national 
Covid-time decisions …  -
We can pray for those who 
do! 

A Prayer for the Week.  
Lord Jesus, the Bible tells us 

that three things are eternal 

– faith, hope and love.  As 

we enter another period of 

lockdown we thank you for 

all the acts of loving 

kindness shown through the 

NHS and from good 

neighbours. We pray that a 

vaccine will be found soon. 

Our faith is in you as you 

walk with us through this 

frustrating and difficult time. 
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JOSHUA 24: 1-3a & 14-25 
Joshua was a great leader of 
Israel in the mould of Moses. 
The Exodus people had 
arrived in the land of Canaan 
and there were battles. But 
this desert hardened people 
became a military elite 
leading the Israelites who had 
remained behind, who had 
intermarried and adopted  
gods of the Canaanites. 
Today’s reading has the aged 
Joshua preaching to the 
gathered tribes of Israel at 
Shechem and offering them 
an ultimatum; YHWH or 
disaster! It is the same 
ultimatum which we face; 
choose other gods, success or 
whatever, and you will be 
parting from the very nature 
of the creation.  

MATTHEW 25: 1-13               
In this chapter Jesus 
continues and concludes his 
teaching to the disciples 
concerning his second coming 
and the end of the world. The 
application of this was to 
watch and be ready, this is 
clearly shown in this parable 
of the ten maidens, five were 
wise, they had oil for their 
lamps and five are described 
as foolish, they had not taken 
oil for their lamps. Watch and 
be ready, the Scout motto “Be 
Prepared”, means that you 
are always in a state of 
readiness in mind and body to 
do your duty, are we ready? 

..”As I have loved you, so you must love one another" The 

most crucial way in which obedience is realised is in our love for our 

brothers and sisters. Hatred of a fellow believer is darkness, whereas love 

is evidence of living in the light. The darkness of hate leads to spiritual 

blindness, love leads to "true light"; the evidence of a genuine faith is a 

transformed life, which mainly expresses itself through a loving and 

unified Christian community. God's standard is not moral perfection, but 

obedience in love. Our lack of love can compromise the unity of Christ’s 

community. 

Contributors: Bryan Gault, Alison 

Howard, Dave Milne, Sue Milne, 

Ron Parker, Sheila Robertson, Ray 

Smith, David Turner

On the Nature of Patience We are often told that patience is a 

virtue. Along with prudence, no doubt. It feels like a rather feminine virtue 

at that, and not just because it’s also a female name! Does it imply passivity 

– putting up with things?                                                                                      

We are all facing the need to continue to be “patient”, but many of us also, 

inevitably, feel “fed up” instead – an understandable response to the 

prevalent sense that we are lacking progress when it comes to Covid-19, 

and one that expresses our frustration with whatever leadership is available. 

Impatience may be a critical state necessary for useful change, and Patience 

is not always a Good Thing, therefore. What do you think? 

Well, here we go again – Lockdown Mk 2. I think most of us face 

the next few weeks with weary resignation but for some it’s worse than 

that. A dear friend had to receive a cancer diagnosis without her 
husband, who waited anxiously outside for hours. Another’s wife’s 
premature dementia has become so much worse that she has been 
transferred to a secure facility while he sits at home riddled by totally 
unwarranted guilt.                                                                             
Whilst unable to hold church services, we can at least welcome folk to 
enter for private prayer and remember the needy in our own prayers.  
We are open for private Prayer on Sunday mornings 9.45- 10.45  

Fact File:  PULPITS: Beginning in about the 9th century two desks 

called ambos were provided in Christian churches—one for reading from 

the Gospels, the other for reading from the Epistles. The former, which 

became increasingly ornate, was the forerunner of the pulpit, derived from 

the Late Latin for ‘staging’ or ‘platform’.                                                   

The oldest mention of a pulpit in England dates from the 12th century and 

the oldest example still in existence is believed to date from about 1330.                                                                                                                  

In the 15th century, only a fifth of churches had a pulpit, but in 1603 they 

were made compulsory in England. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/ambo-church-architecture
https://www.britannica.com/topic/ambo-church-architecture

