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Welcome                                                                  
With great pleasure, we can tell you that Rev 
Graeme Anderson will become our Rector on 
Sunday 31st January.  Because of the current 

restrictions on large gatherings, Graeme’s service of 
institution will be held via Zoom and more details 
about this will follow in January.  This is wonderful 

news for the benefice and truly something to which 
we can all look forward. 

  
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the 
PCC has put together a programme of services that 
will be held either in church or online.  

The carol service and Nativity play are being produced this coming week and we’ll publish the 
links as soon as these are available.                                                                                                  
Our thanks to everybody for their enthusiasm and hard work in making Christmas special.  We 
look forward to welcoming you.    

Date In Church Online

December 20th Morning Praise - 9.45am      
(St Margaret’s) 

Holy Communion services 
Lilbourne 10am 

Yelvertoft 11.15am

Children’s Nativity Play 
Carol Service

24th Holy Communion 6pm (St 
Margaret’s)

25th No Service in Church St Margaret’s Meditation

27th Morning Praise 11.15am 
Yelvertoft

Little Saints on Sunday 
St Margaret’s Meditation
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Thought for the week 

‘The wise men came from the east following the star, seeking the King of the Jews. And when they came 

to the house they saw the young child with Mary his mother, they fell down and worshipped him’. They 

presented their gifts of Gold a symbol of kingship, Frankincense a symbol of deity and Myrrh a symbol 

of death.                                                                                                                                                      

Wise men still seek him. CS Lewis said “Look for Christ and you will find Him. And with Him, everything 

else”.  What can I give Him, poor as I am? I can give Him my heart.                 
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Prayer for the week 

Almighty God, purify our hearts 
and minds, that when your son, 
Jesus Christ comes again as judge 
and saviour, we may be ready to 
receive him, who is our Lord and 
our God. 
Lord God, as we approach 
Christmas we thank you for the 
gift of your son, Jesus Christ. He 
should be our example to love 
one another, share our gifts with 
generosity, welcome the stranger 
and refugee, feed the hungry, care 
for the needs of others and help 
us share the good news of Jesus – 
our Lord and Saviour.  

At Christmas time we 

traditionally have family 

gatherings and much of the 

conversation is about events in 

the past year, often touching on 

happy holidays, visits to friends 

and places.  For many the birth of 

Christ and its significance is in the 

background.  This year is different, 

totally different.  The world has 

been stunned by the virus, there 

has been very little happiness, 

much worry, sadness and despair. 

Technology has come to the fore, 

on line shopping, home working 

by computer, meetings on 

screens. But now we have the 

creation of vaccines and we 

remember that the Christmas 

message of Jesus’ birth is hope 

for the World.

John 1: 6-8 19-28  God gave John (the Baptist) a very 

important mission, to prepare the way for Jesus. A rather wild 
character, John had no thought for himself, no massive ego. He 
was dedicated to doing God’s will, regardless of people’s opinion 
of him; never looking for personal glory. As crowds followed him 
and were baptised by him, in true humility, John insisted there 
was someone coming who would baptise with the Spirit. We read 
later in the scriptures, how John’s faithful testimony was honoured 
by God, when, at the point of baptism by John, Jesus was 
revealed as God’s Son. 

Contributors: Hazel Gault, Dave Milne, 

Ron Parker, John Rogers, Sheila 

Robertson, Ray Smith, David Turner, John 

Winn

FactFile: Green Lanes When going towards Rugby, have 

you noticed a sign pointing to a lane on the left between the 
Northbound motorway sliproad and the first DIRFT entrance? 
This is Kilsby Lane, a green lane that leads to the old Watling 

Street. Green lanes are unmetalled and often so infrequently 
used that vegetation grows freely, hence ‘green’. Many are 
ancient routes that have existed for millennia.The late David 
Thomas of Crick was concerned that DIRFT would result in the 
loss of the then unprotected site, but applied successfully to 
have it scheduled as an ancient monument. 

Isaiah 61: 1-4 This, the third part of Isaiah, was spoken to a 

demoralised people who have returned from Babylon to the 

wreckage of their once beautiful temple built by Solomon and 

their once powerful and impregnable city which had housed a 

successful society. All this had gone and they didn’t have the 

resources, energy or will to rebuild the temple. That would come 

later under the leadership of Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai and 

Zechariah in 520-516 BC. We, as the people of Christ, will have 

significant part to play in the rebirth of our great nation after the 

pandemic and Brexit.  

 Recently I recalled a time in Uganda when I was 

privileged to visit a group of 40 mostly younger women who had 

been thrown out of their families because during a prenatal test 

they had tested HIV positive. Sadly passed to them from their 

husbands, but that didn't count for anything. Young mothers 

entering this group were cared for and taught many new skills. 

Before leaving we had a time of worship. The power in their prayers 

was something I had never experienced.  At times up to half the 

group were praying at once (in their own language) because 

nobody could wait for another prayer to finish. This was Pentecost.   
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