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Welcome 

Although the weather has been bitterly cold, Spring is 

just around the corner.  It’s lovely to see the snowdrops 

poking through the snow, heralding the coming of 

warmer days ahead.  There are lots of positive signs for 

our benefice too.   We are at the beginning of Rev 

Graeme’s ministry, with all the excitement and 

opportunities that this brings.  The welcome videos have 

been warmly appreciated across the 3 parishes and have 

been viewed over 650 times!  The message is clear: “We 

are here for you and Jesus really cares about you”.  Now 

that’s a lovely warming thought to carry with us this 

week.
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Thought for the week 

We are a ‘cup half full’ people! Hold 
on to that thought. How good it is to 
know thousands are being vaccinated 
daily. Give thanks for that, don’t let 

questions over degrees of protection, 
detract from the good news.  Don’t let 
doubts creep in and add stress to 
already trying days. Give thanks for the 
love and kindness shown by so many. 
St Valentine was imprisoned for 
defying the emperor by marrying 
Roman soldiers and whilst confined, 
continued to show love and 
compassion to those around him. Love 

shines in the darkest places and ‘God 
is Love.’ (1 John 4: 16)  

  Prayer for the week 

Dear Lord,   
Our nation is holding its collective 
breath dreaming of a safer time. 
The tragic loss of our elderly is 
now turning into the lockdown 
despair of younger families, 
struggling with job insecurity, 

home schooling, no social access 
and the trap of winter isolation.  
We give thanks for the vaccine, 
the promise of spring, and the 
hope for a less anxious future.  
Please strengthen our resolve as 
we wait….a little longer. 

In Jesus name. Amen 

ST MARGARET’S VOICES 
  St Margaret of Antioch Church  ~  Crick 

On 7th February 1649, the office of king was formally 

abolished in Britain. It must have felt as though the world 

had turned upside-down, and nothing would ever be the 

same again. And yet, a generation later, we had another 

king, Charles II. For many, it must have seemed that 

everything was going back to normal. But the world had 

changed, and, although the Commonwealth was over, there 

was a ‘new normal’ now in place. As we look forward to 

‘getting back to normal’, I wonder what ‘new normal’ things 

will remain.
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Today (Friday) I enjoyed a 
red letter moment. Two other 

walkers indicated there was a bird 

on the ground they 

couldn't identify. My suggestion 

was an immature thrush but we 

noted the chestnut red flanks. 

Referring to my spotters book I 

discovered I had made a first time 

spot - a Redwing (Turdus iliacus), 

the sheer joy lifted my spirits no 

end. My mind then quickly turned 

to the Good Shepherd 

rejoicing over recovering the 

sheep that was lost. And the 

added thought, there is always 

great rejoicing in heaven every 

time a lost sheep is found. 

Mark 9 v 2-9 
I've often wondered what it would 

have been like for me to live and 

work with Jesus. Would I 

understand everything that 

happened and accept it at face 

value? Clearly. Peter doesn't 

understand at all what he has just 

witnessed – Jesus changed 

dramatically in appearance before 

his eyes and then, to be talking 

with two dead people! And THEN 

– to hear the voice of God!! As we 

read the scriptures we have the 

benefit of not only hearing about 

these amazing events – but also 

to understand them with the 

coming of the Holy Spirit. 

2 Kings 2: 1-12. We need to train don't we. We need be taught. 

We need to learn from those who have gone before. Let's be 

honest, being an apprentice can be frustrating at times. But it is 

comforting to know that you are not the one carrying the can if it all 

goes wrong. You can stretch your wings knowing that the boss has 

the overall responsibility. But there should come a time when we 

come out from the bow wave of our leader, and lead ourselves. 

Elisha is a fantastic example of someone who was so ready, and so 

determined as well. Let's learn from that. 

Fact File: St. Valentine: Pope Galasius declared the first 
official St. Valentine’s Day in 496AD. A young priest is thought to 
have defied Emperor Claudius in 270AD by conducting illegitimate 
wedding ceremonies in Rome. Claudius decreed that all marriages 
of younger citizens would be outlawed, as married men made poor 
soldiers.  Valentine maintained that marriage was part of God’s plan, 
and continued to conduct marriages in secret in the name of love. 
Sadly, he was beheaded but not before he fell in love with his jailer’s 
daughter. It’s thought that before his 
execution Valentine passed her a note 
reading ‘from your Valentine’. 

 The Perils and the Dangers. “Have you had your jab yet?” 

This greeting has replaced “How did your Christmas turn out?” as we 

daily walk around Crick.       

We are all grateful and relieved to have started the coronavirus 

vaccination process, but we also know that the effect has limitations, 

not least because of the emergence of variants. We must still follow 

the Regulations. This makes me ponder as to whether there are 

parallels here with our belief that Christ is our Saviour. Can He save us 

from ourselves and our non-Christian thoughts and actions? Just like 

masking up etc., surely we have to take personal responsibility too, 

and not just expect that either a shot in the arm, or being saved, can 

automatically be enough to keep us safe from “all perils and 

dangers” of this world. 
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A Young Person’s View.  My Dog is 

Valentina. She came to live in our home. She 

really likes her toys. She can be a good pup and a naughty pup. She 

tries to eat everything. We gets lots of newspapers from Sue and 

Dave because she is still training. We really love her.    

William (aged 4)
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