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Welcome 

Holy Communion is an admittedly small, but very holy meal 

together. Fantastic. It is sharing. It is communion with God 

and each other. That is what happened last Sunday, and so 

many people shared in that communion with God and each 

other in just the way Jesus intended it; even in these Covid 

times. God wants to bless us, and did.    

Receive God's welcome.
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Thought for the week 

Why is Wales used in 

comparisons? England is 6 times 

‘the size of Wales’. If we were hit 

by a rogue asteroid or nuclear 

bomb it could affect an area the 

‘size of Wales’. An area of 

tropical rainforest, six times the 

size of wales is lost to 

deforestation every year. The 

world’s largest iceberg, A68, is a 

quarter the size of Wales! 

Meanwhile ‘the size of Wales’ 

charity seeks to ‘protect’ 

rainforests, twice the size of 

Wales! At a time when we 

remember Jesus going into the 

wilderness, I wonder if this was 

the size of Wales? 

Prayer for the week 
Loving Father, as we move into Lent and 

anticipate Easter, forgive those things we 

have done which have caused you 

sadness, and those things we should 

have done that would have brought you 

joy. In both we have failed ourselves, 

and you. 

Bring us back to that place where our 

journey began, when we said that we 

would follow the way that you first trod. 

Lead us to the Cross and meet us there.  

Amen 

ST MARGARET’S VOICES 
  St Margaret of Antioch Church  ~  Crick 

A Plague on both your houses! Was the anguished cry 

of Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet.  Eleven weeks after 

Shakespeare’s birth in 1564, the plague arrived in Stratford.  

Throughout his life, plague returned again and again.  In 1603 

30,000 died from the plague in London alone!  The death 

tolling of churches was so frequent people no longer asked 

‘For whom..?’       

Doran, Artistic Director at the RSC, commented that this 

pandemic gave new insights into Shakespeare’s words.  It also 

helps us understand why it was such a fearful feature of 

Biblical times. Rob Bell says we should read the Bible and 

learn ‘to see the movement and motion and possibilities right 

in the midst of whatever world (we) find ourselves in’. This was 

so for Shakespeare and is now so for us.
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Christians A-Woke: When 

asked for an original thought, my 

first reaction was – I’m better at 

original sin!  However, I pondered 

a bit about thought and the 

present fuss about attitudes and 

‘wokeness’.Whatever you think you 

are now, then you probably are. I 

doubt my 2x great grandmother, 

widowed with 5 children under 6, 

had much time to consider her 

gender or whether she was breast-

feeding or chest-feeding. Instead 

of dwelling on our differences, 

shouldn’t we celebrate what we all 

share? Everyone has a heart and 

we can use ours to embrace all 

who need comfort and love. 

Mark 1: 9-15 
These few verses could be 

considered to be one of the most 

powerful and important précis of 

events in the Bible, from them 

Christianity starts.  God speaks to 

Jesus and calls him his Son and 

the Spirit descends on Him from 

heaven.  Immediately Satan is 

aware of a  momentous challenge 

and the Spirit leads Jesus to the 

desert for a 40 day battle from 

which he emerges undefeated and 

ready to start His ministry.  From 

that time, millions and millions of 

people have come to Christianity 

and to believe the Good News 

message Jesus told. 

1 Peter 3:18-22  	 I am always staggered by the sheer courage 

and grit of Jesus who knowingly strode through the Jewish world 

under Roman vassalage, preaching, praying and passionately 

relating to people, often outcasts (in our days they might be street 

sleepers or criminals) and all the time confronting the powers of 

Rome and the Temple authorities without fear or favour and 

without being deflected from His destiny, and, in the end, being 

isolated from any supporting friends; even His disciples were left 

behind and Peter denied Him. Why He did this is described in this 

passage from the first letter of Peter.  

Fact File: Calculating Easter:    

Easy, isn’t it? Easter falls on the first Sunday after 
the date of the Full Moon, based on 
mathematical calculations, that falls on or after 
March 21. If the Full Moon is on a Sunday, Easter is 

celebrated on the following Sunday!   

St. Wilfrid robustly defended this Roman formula and was 

possibly the first native Englishman to visit Rome. A 

controversial figure, he was at one time Abbot of Ripon and 

built a new stone church there, where the Cathedral now 

stands. He was buried there in 709AD.    

He converted many pagans and promoted the use of sacred 

music. Not a bad legacy! 

I just wish to thank all the St. Margaret's Team for 

the leadership that has been shown not only in Crick, but 

increasingly with the interaction across the whole Benefice. 

Although we can no longer be in the same building, I love the 

variety of services now being offered online. With Rev. Graeme 

now joining us all together, personally I find it much easier to 

watch different formats throughout the day. Together with our 

own private quiet times and prayers everyday, our spiritual life is 

springing into action, even if nature is still very confused! 

Contributors: Rev’d Graeme Anderson, 

Hazel Gault, Lyn Johnson, Dave Milne, Sue 

Milne, Noah, Ron Parker, Kent Polley, 

ChrissieTurner, John Winn

A Young Person’s View.  It’s the thought that counts!   

I have a present for you, Grannie. I don’t know what it is, I’m 

thinking about it.  I know what your present is now, it’s a crane. It’s 

purple and red. Actually, two cranes. Have you got any red and 

purple paint? You can make them on Saturday and Sunday.     

Noah (aged 4) 
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