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Welcome.   

Stay alert! The new government slogan! 

It got me thinking where this appears in the Bible.  

There are (allegedly!) 48 times where this word 
appears. The one phrase I have chosen with it in, is 
1 Corinthians 16: v13 

‘Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men 
(and women), be strong!’ Can there be a more 
fitting quote at a time when we are all getting that 
little bit weary of the current situation? The church 
may also be closed but we can stand firm in the 
faith by following our fantastic online Sunday 

services.
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Thought for the week 

Many people experience an 

aching, nostalgic, yearning 

for meaning in life. In the 

‘Real Marigold Hotel’, one 

celeb looked straight into the 

camera and said, almost 

painfully, ”I suppose I am 

searching for myself”.  In ‘The 

Pilgrimage’, a Jew, a 

Catholic, and a Moslem who 

had each lost their faith, 

together with a Moslem, two 

Christians and an Atheist are 

walking the Sultan’s Trail from 

Osieres in Switzerland to 

Istanbul. Their conversations 

reveal the same yearning, 

exploratory spiritual groping. 

Both programs are currently 

on BBC TV. How do we in the 

church deal with the spiritual 

yearning?      

A Young Person’s View 

Looking at a video, with his Dad, 

of the Red Arrows flying over 

Trafalgar Square, Noah asked, 

“Why is the man standing on the 

big chimney?”!  

Noah (aged 3) 
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Lockdown has presented many challenges for our veterinary 
community. We have had to radically change the way we are 
working and it has not been easy. Staff have been working 
tirelessly in much smaller teams than usual, seeing emergencies 
and urgent cases. Others are at home offering a telemedicine 
triage service for their practice. Please do call your vet if you 
need help. Please do not leave something you are worried about. 
The practice door may be locked and you may be asked to wait 
outside but the surgery is still open. Your vet is there for your pets 
if they need us.    
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A Prayer for the week 

An Evening Hymn                        

by Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 

All praise to thee, my God this night, 
For all the blessings of the light; Keep 
me, O keep me, King of Kings, 
Beneath thy own almighty wings. 

Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear son, 
The ill that I this day have done;    
That with the world, myself, and thee,          
I ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

Acts 17: 22-31   Before preaching 

to the people of Athens, Paul did his 
homework. ‘I see in every way , you 
are religious. As I walked around I saw 
your objects of worship, even to an 
unknown God.’  Having got them on 

side, he then explained  everything 
God had done.  Maybe we could use 
his example, getting to know the 

needs and desires of others before 
asking the Spirit to  enable us to 

“Gossip the Gospel”                  Canalside:  John 14: vv 15-21 The disciples are 

confused Jesus has told them that He is going away, but that 

they will see Him and know His presence. He says that the Holy 

Spirit’s coming will be His own coming. As the days of His flesh 

come to an end, the world will not see him any longer. 

However they will go on seeing Him, because His life will be in 

them through the Spirit, and they will know the indwelling of 

the Father and Son. They just need to trust, love and obey.   

Fact File: Our East window’s original stained glass was 

destroyed in the Civil War and was restored in 1863, through the 

generosity of Rev, Charles Swainson.  It represents John the Baptist, 

with smaller panels showing St Timothy and his mother (to 

commemorate Rev Swainson’s mother) St Barnabas (Patron Saint of 

Rev Swainson’s school), the Tomb after the resurrection, and the 

centurion at the cross. The designer was John Milner Allen, whose 

work was quite scarce, his only other work in the county being in 

Northampton Guildhall. Ely Cathedral Stained glass Museum, 

however, has another of his pieces. 

Contributors: Zona Dipple, 
Cordelia Fiddes, Bryan Gault, 

Michala Mason, Holly McCann, 

Dave Milne, Noah, Ron Parker, Kent 

Polley, Ray Smith

NHS Frontline:  On the 6th April, at the age of 99, Captain 

Thomas Moore started fundraising for the NHS by pledging to 

walk laps of his garden. His target was to raise £1000 by his 

100th birthday on 30th April.  Amazingly he raised a grand total 

32.79 million pounds by his 100th birthday and was promoted to 

‘Honorary Colonel’ by the Queen.  A true NHS hero!  Also, as if 

that wasn’t enough, his collaborative single ‘You’ll never walk 

alone’ reached number one in the UK singles chart, making him 

the oldest person ever to achieve that. Colonel Tom, We Salute 

You! 

Rainbows is the first step into Guiding for girls aged between 

5 and 7.  We were just over half a term into our new group when 

Lockdown meant we had to close.  We were all so disappointed, 

but decided to take the sessions online and they have been a 

great success! All the girls put on their uniforms each week and 

log into Zoom. We hear their news, read stories, do a craft and 

we set challenges for them to still earn their badges.  We’ve had 

a bug hunt, nest making and VE celebrations to name but a few. 
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