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Thought for the week 

What is this Thing called “Woke”?                                                     
This modern word apparently means 
being alert to injustices in society, 
especially racism. Such awareness must 
surely be welcomed, but perhaps there’s 
a downside to it, too. In our communities, 
Churches included, there’s a great need 
for honest discussion, and sharing of 
views and differing beliefs. Without this, 
no real conversation or communication – 
and no lasting unity – can be achieved. 
We speak in many tongues, all deserving 
of some kind of attention and respect, 
even if we don’t agree. Can we openly 
and safely air our varying viewpoints in a 
Christian, non-judgemental, way? Or will 
“wokeness” block this important process? 

   Prayer for the Week                   
Heavenly Father, as we enter this 

season of Advent, we think of the 

days ahead by reflecting on the 

days’ past. The challenges we’ve 

met, the loving care received 

from friends and strangers. We 

give thanks for our communities 

and pray that your light will shine 

through your church, guiding and 

revealing the path you have set 

before each one of us. We pray 

this in the ever present, power of 

your Holy Spirit. Amen 

ST MARGARET’S VOICES 
  St Margaret of Antioch Church  ~  Crick 

Are you a thankful person?  Richard, our Archdeacon, posed 

this question in his video address for Advent Sunday.  As we 

prepare for the coming of Jesus, we want to say thank you.  

Thank you to God who sent us Jesus and who calls us to 

follow him.  Thank you to everybody who has kept St 

Margaret’s ‘open’, stayed in touch by phone, contributed to 

Voices, and supported the Rugby foodbank.  It means so 

much. We thank God for you.  And we will be restarting our 
services in church on 6th December with Morning Praise at 
9.45am. You are welcome.

Cruising through the stunning Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal, I turned to Hazel and said. “How many times in a day 

can you say – That's beautiful, that's amazing, the scenery is 

stunning!” Even the grey clouds and rain can't mask the 

magnificence of these views. You've probably worked out I'm 

a great fan of this canal – hard to work locks 

and myriad of swing bridges notwithstanding. 

This piece of God's creation deserves the 

highest accolade. It made me realise that I 

can't say thank you enough to God. How many 

times? Not enough! 
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A Young Person’s Voice 

“ Grannie, when you come 

to my house you can watch 
Frozen with me and when it 
gets to the scary bits, you 
can put your head under 
the blanket like me”       
Noah Aged 3 

So good to know even the 
very young are so 
thoughtful towards the 
elderly! 

ON TO EL-BETH-EL! 

 Jacob, after his memorable 
experience of seeing a ladder 
set up on the earth, and God 
standing above it, called the 
place of his encounter Beth-el. 
This means, “the house of 
God,” Beth being  house and el, 
God.                                          
Years later, after he had suffered, 
sinned and repented, he 
wrestled with God at Peniel. 
Jacob renamed the place El-
beth-el which, means the God 
of the house of God”. The 
change is significant. Jacob had 
shifted his emphasis from the 
house, to the one whom he met 
there. God himself now was the 
centre of his interest.               
This challenged me when I read 
it recently in A W Tozer’s “Of 
God and Man”. 

Mark 13: 24 - end This is the Gospel reading for the first 

Sunday in Advent.  Advent anticipates the coming of Christ from 3 

perspectives, the birth of Christ in Bethlehem, his reception in the 

heart of a believer, and his Second Coming.  These verses are 

about the Second Coming and the need to be always prepared, for 

the day and hour are unknown.  There will be false prophets who 

will try to lead you astray and the Gospel says always be on your 

guard.

Contributors: Cordelia Fiddes, Bryan 

Gault, Alison Howard, Dave Milne, 

Noah, Kent Polley, Sheila Robertson, 

John Rogers, Ray Smith, John and 

Loraine Winn

Factfile:  Advent Wreaths: The wreath 

crown is traditionally made of fir tree branches 
knotted with red ribbon and decorated with pine 
cones, holly, laurel, and sometimes mistletoe. It is 
also an ancient symbol signifying several things; 
first of all, the crown symbolises victory, in addition 
to its round form evoking the sun and its return each year. The four 
candles represent the four Sundays of Advent, and the green twigs 

are a sign of life and hope.                                                       
Alternatively, they may symbolise the four stages of human history: 
creation, the Incarnation, the redemption of sins, and the Last 
Judgment.  

Isaiah 64: 1-9: Last week I was clearing some ‘arty stuff’ from the 

table and found some clay we had been modelling the day before. 

It had gone hard. In this passage, Isaiah is telling us our hearts can 

become hard, like dried out clay. However, it is God who can soften 

them again if we ask him for forgiveness; like adding some water to 

the dried clay! 

God can mould and shape our hearts into what he wants 

us to be – just what we need in advent. Maybe I will shape 

this ‘old’ clay into a heart. 

St. Andrew the King, three weeks and three days before 

Christmas comes in.Today is St Andrew’s day, the nearest Sunday to 

which is the start of advent. St Andrew was Simon Peter’s brother, 

and was also called to become a ‘fisher of men’. At the beginning 

of Jesus’ public life they were said to have shared a house, and is 

shown throughout the gospels as being very closely attached to 

Jesus. He preached along the Black Sea and the Dnieper river as far 

as Kiev, as well as in Novgorod and Thrace.	

You can still request a 2020     

‘Light for a Loved One’.  
Applications from the Post Office.
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