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Fact File - Crick’s Origins I’ve been looking into the history of 

the moving of the vestry into the body of the church. It appears that 

it took place (prior to listed buildings requirements) in the early 

1980’s under the auspices of the then Manpower Services Commis-

sion, who also redecorated the church. 

The walls were crudely built of a variety of blocks and bricks and the 

10 commandments panel moved from over the Navel/Chancel arch, 
of which I have photographic evidence. We have come full circle, 
moving back to the original vestry of the late 1700’s!

Thought for the Week 
There’s a lovely children’s song called 

‘Prayer is like a telephone for us to 

talk to Jesus’.  As the song says, ‘We 

can shout out loud, we can whisper 

softly, we can make no noise at all, 

but He’ll always hear our call’.   

Where is your favourite place to 

pray?  Mine is when I’m out walking 

the footpaths.  It’s in the outdoors 

that my prayers flow most freely; 

sometimes out loud; sometimes si-

lent and meditative in step with my 

walking and breathing.  Spending 

time in prayer is special.  Lord, thank 

you for listening. Your peace and 

blessings are always received.  

The destruction in Lebanon, the derailment of a train in Scottish floods 

following powerful thunderstorms together with a worldwide pandem-

ic, leaves us wondering what's happening with our planet. Let's not 

forget that the devil roams freely around the world. Ephesians tells us 

the way we should act – in truth – building each other up, getting rid 

of rage, anger and bitterness in order to NOT give Satan a foothold. 

We need instead to focus on the greatness and goodness of God, 

praying for and assisting those in need. 
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 Prayer for the Week 
Anxiety in the heart of man causes 

depression, but a good word makes it 

glad. Proverbs 12:25 

Lord, I thank you for Your Word because 

it is good and gives me life. It puts joy in 

my heart every time I read it. I pray Your 

word will fill my heart with Your love and 

peace and cause all anxiety, depression 

and other dark clouds to blow away 

from me as ashes in the wind. Please 

take away any sadness in my heart and 

set me free from all negative emotions. 

Amen. St Margaret’s is open each Sunday, 10-12 00 noon for quiet prayer.  
We are ensuring it is clean and anti-bac is available. You are welcome!
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Walking on Water:  The reading in Matthew 14 about walking on 

the water made us really think as we prepared the short talk for our radio 
service.  Sailing in an open boat against the wind, in rough seas, at night 
(when the waves always seem bigger), wouldn’t you be frightened? And 
then there is an apparition of a man walking past, bringing more terror 
until you see who it is?                                                                                                         
Even knowing it is Jesus, would you have the courage to step out of the 
boat?                                                                                                      
Having been out in our boat in those uncomfortable conditions, we 
struggle to imagine what faith it took for Peter to step out…..

Sowing the Seed:  Many of you will be experienced in growing your 

own produce, but for us in our early sixties, this year was our first attempt. 

 Small steps but rewarding ones, our nine small tomato seeds were duly 

planted and nurtured throughout lock-down and have now grown to give 

us a daily and plentiful supply; needless to say we are hooked! 

The saying ‘sowing the seed” is often used in a negative connotation, 

however in Mathew 13; v 1-23, Jesus spoke the Parable of the Sower to 

teach how important the state of the heart is to receive the Gospel and 

how salvation is proven by our choices and actions after hearing the Gos-

pel.

                                   

Salt and Rock 

  Squids are long, squids 

are pink, squids are not 

what people think.  They 

have a beak, as sharp as knives and 

also lead mysterious lives. 

Sperm whales eat the squids so long; 

they live in pods and are very strong. 

They are mammals, as warm as it 

gets, but are in danger because they 

get caught in nets. 

Sharks have a very bad reputation, 

they are feared much across the na-

tion. They’re finned for soup and 

thrown back in and then put inside a 

metal tin. What’s more, they are very 

frightened of you - so don’t be afraid, 

whatever you do. 

Jelly fish are a stinging mess and a 

creature that nobody wants to caress. 

But it’s not their fault, they have no 

brain, so therefore jellyfish aren’t in-

sane! 

Turtles eat the poor old jellies, and it’s 

not because they have fortified bel-

lies. They are immune to the stings 

and beautiful reptiles, and what’s 

more they’re really rather hardy 

things! 

So that’s my poem of salt and rock, 

but there are many other creatures, 

did I mention, in a LOCH?! 

By Izzie (aged 12) 
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              When the Rainbow appears in the Clouds                                              
Genesis 9: vv 8-16:  The rainbow is a symbol of the covenant or promise 

that God made to Noah that never again will all life be cut off by a flood. 

Whenever it appears it will be a reminder firstly to him, and then to us of 

the everlasting promise that he made. It brings hope, security and con-

fidence.  We have recently seen the symbol used in association with 

thankfulness to NHS and all that it gives to us. May we all know and ex-

perience the same hope, security and confidence of God in our lives 

through faith in the Lord Jesus today.

 Matthew 15: vv 21-28     This is a very complex reading in which 

Christ appears cold-hearted.   The woman is a descendant of the cursed 

Canaanites, the ‘ children’ is a reference to the descendants of Abraham 

i.e. the Jews and the ‘dogs’ would have been understood as being the 

Gentiles.  Jesus was outside Israel  and in a land of the Gentiles. There-

fore, for her to call Jesus “Lord,  Son of David”, would have been seen as 

improper.  However, the outcome was an example of Jesus’ compassion 

for someone in a hated people group and a demonstration to the dis-

ciples that the Jews (which the disciples were), were in God’s eyes, not 

more important than the Gentiles.
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