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Thought for the week 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
today and forever.  How wonderful 

to know that our loving Lord never has 

to make New Year resolutions.  Just as 

assuredly we know He never breaks 

any promises made to us. ‘For I know 

the plans to give you hope and a 

future’.  Maybe our commitment (not 

resolution) for this new year will be to 

continually thank God for His promises 

and seek to discover day by day more 

of just how much He really does love 

us. 

A Prayer for the week                
Our loving Father, we pray particularly this 

week for our magnificent workers in the 

National Health Service: for doctors, 

nurses, paramedics, ancillary workers and 

domestic staff. They are working so hard 

in rapidly deteriorating conditions. We 

pray that you give them the strength and 

support they need. We pray for the sick 

and dying that they receive the help and 

comfort they need as quickly and 

efficiently as possible in these rapidly 

declining conditions. We pray too that the 

public will be spurred on do their best to 

help others through this appalling 

situation by following the guidelines and 

acting sensibly and considerately.       

Lord, hear our prayer. Amen 

ST MARGARET’S VOICES 
  St Margaret of Antioch Church  ~  Crick 

As an alternative to our lovely Crick footpaths, 
we decided to go to Watford Park and walk there.  It was a 

beautiful crisp morning and the sun shone through the 

trees. We greeted one or two other walkers with a cheery 

‘Hello” and felt completely relaxed and happy.  We saw the 

sheep contentedly grazing and that reminded us that we 

are part of our Shepherd’s flock and that the spirit of God is 

always with us.

                            Welcome 
Well here we all are again; another National Lockdown. 

But let’s not be glum. 

Voices is a light in the darkness and keeps us all buoyed up 

in spirit. As Jesus said “I am a light in the darkness’, and this 

small publication fulfils that promise.  It reminds us that Jesus 

is with us daily and the simplest thing can lift our spirits. 

Well done Lyn and Team for your continued hard work. 

I would also like to thank the teams at St Margaret’s for the 

most fantastic Christmas Schedule; completely amazing 

programme. 

Finally a quick reminder that we are here for anyone who 

may need us during lockdown and after; not just for spiritual 

needs but to help in any way we can. Just contact the team 

on the website below. 
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   On 11th January 1922, 

insulin was first used to successfully 

treat diabetes. On this day in 1974, 

the world’s first surviving sextuplets 

were born. In 2021, the first people 

are now getting the second dose of 

the Covid-19 vaccine. The 11th of 

January is also ‘Old New Year’s Eve’, 

a celebration dating from the 

calendar reform of 1752, the day is 

traditionally considered good luck 

to any new venture. If you weren’t 

quite ready for the ‘new’ New Year, 

maybe this is a good time to make a 

resolution.    

Mark 1: 4-11:  Although John 

was popularly known as “the 

baptiser”, his work is described here 

as preaching. He announced that 

God offered forgiveness of sins to 

those who would display their 

repentance in the act of baptism. 

People thronged to him and as they 

confessed their sins, were baptised 

in the Jordan River into a changed 

life.                                                   

As he preached John said that he 

was preparing the way for someone 

greater who would baptise in the 

Holy Spirit, changing lives from the 

inside out. Jesus came and was 

baptised, he saw heaven opened 

and God’s Spirit looking like a dove 

come upon Him and God’s voice 

“You are my son, whom I love and 

are well pleased” 

Fact File: Plague 1665: The bubonic plague had come 

and gone in this country over the years, but had a dreadful effect 

in the 1660s.  A major outbreak in Amsterdam in 1663 spread to 

England by the spring of 1665 and in June Samuel Pepys wrote, 

‘to my great trouble, hear that the plague is come into the City.’ 

Unlike many, he remained in London and his diaries describe the 

desperation of dealing with a catastrophe that officials didn’t fully 

understand.  Any house containing victims was shut for 40 days 

with the inhabitants inside.  Tougher than our own lockdown! 

In St Margaret’s churchyard there is a headstone 
bearing the title of this hymn. Each time I pass, the words come 
to mind and I am encouraged, especially at the moment. The first 
and last verses seem particularly pertinent. 

In heavenly love abiding, no change my heart shall fear. 
And safe in such confiding, for nothing changes here. 
The storm may roar without me, my heart 
may low be laid, 
But God is round about me, and can I be 
dismayed?  

Wherever He may guide me, no want shall 
turn me back. 
My Shepherd is beside me, and nothing 
can I lack. 
His wisdom ever waking, His sight is never 
dim. 
He knows the way He's taking, and I will walk with Him.  

Green pastures are before me, which yet I have not seen. 
Bright skies will soon be over me, where darkest clouds have 
been. 
My hope I cannot measure, my path to life is free. 
My Saviour has my treasure, and He will walk with me.  

Acts 19: 1-7 The Acts are all about the growth of the early 

church, fuelled and enabled by the living presence of God 

through the Holy Spirit.  As today’s disciples, Paul is asking us too 

‘do we live our lives aware of, open to, filled with, and guided by 

the Spirit of God?’  As we look forward to all that 2021, and 

beyond, has to offer, may we experience the transformative 

power of the Holy Spirit working through us so that many may be 

baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.    
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