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Welcome.   

St. Margaret’s Day:  We can sometimes be 

judged by the company we keep. Some may be a 
good influence, others less so. Christians have long 
sought to be associated with saints and martyrs, and 
in Medieval times, especially with their church’s 
patron saints. They possibly regarded them as 
heavenly protectors - saints watching over them.                                                     
St. Margaret was regarded as the patron of pregnant 

and new mothers. Until recently, on her special day, 
July 20th, the church would be decorated with white 
flowers, particularly marguerites. Let’s hope that next 
year we can resume the custom.
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Psalm 136 -“Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his 

steadfast love endures for ever.”   What greater comfort, hope 

and love, can we look for beyond these words of the psalmist in 

psalm 136? In our present ‘shifting sand’ world of day to day 

changes and continued uncertainties, we can find strength and 

hope in these powerful words. Reminding us of the great majesty 

and power of our God, a God of creation and salvation. The 

constant repetition reassuring, rebuilding our confidence and re-

rooting us into the fulness of our faith. Praise the Lord! 

St Margaret’s Church  Last week 

we talked about how the lock-down had 

opened up opportunities to do things 

differently.  But it has also given us some 

challenges, the biggest of which is 

financial.  The Church of England relies 

on voluntary income to pay the cost of 

running and maintaining its churches.   

At St Margaret’s this comes to £3,000 

per month and most of these costs are 

fixed regardless of whether we are open 

or not.  We raise this through regular 

giving by standing order, through 

collections at services and fundraising 

events (N.B. our monthly costs exclude 

any major works on the building for 

which separate fundraising is required).  

With the church closed and events 

cancelled, our income is down by 

around 75% and, if we don’t fix this, we 

will be unable to pay all our bills this 

year.  One of the ways you could help us 

would be to make a donation, for 

example, to cover the amount that you 

would have given whilst we have been 

closed; or, you could give regularly 

through your bank.  Your support would 

be greatly appreciated.  For further 

information on ways to pay, please email 

us at  

contact@stmargaretschurchcrick.org.uk 

or call our stewardship officer John 

Rogers on 07748 984628.  All enquiries 

will be in strictest confidence.
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A Prayer for the Week   
God, for the creation of your 

beautiful world, we worship 

you. 

For coming as Christ to die, to 

save and redeem us, we 

worship you. 

For sending your spirit to 

enable and support us, we 

worship you. 

By the power of your spirit, 

help us to be imitators of 

Christ, that we may be a help 

and a blessing to those around 

us.      Amen 

 Thought for the week                      
So often we talk about 

peripherals but the readings for 

this coming Sunday talks about 

the enemy who comes and 

sows weeds in the field among 

the good seed and Jesus 

identifies him as ‘The Devil’. 

We don’t talk much about The 

Devil nowadays, yet never have 

we been so exposed to so 

much news from at home and 

abroad describing the most 

terrible evils and corruption. 

Looking at the life of Jesus we 

see that from the word go with 

‘The Temptations’, through to 

His final confrontation, on the 

cross, His life was one 

continuous war against ‘The 

Enemy’.    

Contributors:  Zona Dipple, Bryan 

Gault, Dave Milne, Sue Milne, Ron 

Parker, Sheila Robertson, John Rogers, 

Steve Westwood, John and Loraine 

Winn

Fact File: The Bells!  Crick’s first church tower was built early 

in the 1300s, together with a belfry which no doubt housed the 

first bell. The bells were restored in 1994.  Three from the 1600s 

were saved and five new bells added to make our eight-bell 

peal. One from 1720 was retained as the clock bell.                                                                                                  

In 1878, Thomas North wrote “A bell rings daily at noon. The 

Pancake bell is rung at 11am on Shrove Tuesday. At the Death-

knell thrice three tolls are given for a male, thrice two for a 

female.” No gender equality then! 

Little Saints has come to the end of its first 

term online! We have told bible stories, made 

crafts, instruments and had lots of fun along 

the way. The children also made some 

beautiful presents to display in church when 

we can reopen! We still aren’t sure when we 

can re start the group in person, but will keep the Facebook page 

updated. We also have welcome packs available for any new members, 

please call Zona on 07787425122 for any information.

Determined to celebrate Easter, we asked over the VHF 

radio if anyone would like to join in, and had 10 boats wanting to 
take part in the radio service. That has now become a bilingual 
weekly worship, with the recordings being listened to in different 
countries via WhatsApp!                                                                                          
The Lord works in mysterious ways. One person who had not been to 
church in 50 years started reading the lesson, other non-believers 
listened. People praying over the radio were in tears. Driven by the 
Holy Spirit, a number of us received similar messages, and were 
drawn to speak on specific sections of the Bible. Way outside of our 

comfort zones! (Steve and Annemarie are from Yelvertoft and are 

currently on their boat just off the coast of Martinique!) 

Matthew 13: v 1-9 :  In this reading Christ is talking to people who 

had little or no education or knowledge of the world outside their own.  

They would have known about growing crops, they would remember and 

tell stories , they would be aware of prophets.  Christ’s knowledge of God 

was profound, beyond human comprehension , and it needed to be 

simplified in order to be meaningful to his listeners.  Hence the use of 

parables.  It is a technique we still use when explaining a concept to 

someone without a similar depth of knowledge.  It is a powerful means of 

communication, and the information in this parable was of fundamental 

importance to his listeners and to us. 


