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Fact File - Christmas long ago:  Pope Julius 1 officially fixed 

the date of Christmas, in the 4th century, probably deliberately to 

Christianise a pagan holiday. Pagan traditions that became part of 

Christmas include burning the yule log, part of which would be 

kept for re-lighting the following year.                                                

Ivy was forbidden in churches as it was associated with Bacchus, but 

was allowed after a superstition arose that it could help detect 

witches and protect against the plague.                                            

Carols were also banned from churches then. ‘Carol’ means to sing 

and dance in a circle. This disrupted services and resulted in the ‘of-

fenders’ performing round the houses instead!

Thought for the Week 
Christmas is coming. No surprise 

there. Christmas advertising and 

events have been inescapable for 

weeks. From the biggest city to the 

smallest village there is talk about 

Christmas trees, puddings, decora-

tions, being with family and friends as 

if we can carry on as usual. But we 

can't. Things will be different. Or will 

they? This is the time we look forward 

to God's ultimate gift to us – that of 

His son, Jesus our saviour and our 

redeemer. We should focus on this 

fact, and give thanks. Covid may 

come and go, but Jesus is with us 

forever! 

‘No one expects the Spanish Inquisition!’ I remembered this classic 

Monty python quote when this week seemed to be filled with so 

many unexpected events, from a traffic-jam free route to work, a 

sunny November day, to meeting someone I had not seen in a long 

time!. It is a relief to know that if you need somewhere to go to 

collect your thoughts, the church is still open every Sunday from 

9.45 until 10.45am, something that you can expect!                 

Though you never know, something unexpected might happen to 

you too!
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A Young Person’s View   
On Thursday, my whole year group were 
sent home due to a Covid case in my 
year, one of my friends, and we have re-
sumed the online lessons that became so 
familiar to us during the first lockdown. 
When we were first informed of the posit-
ive case it took a while to sink in and it 
was immensely surreal and (as is the norm 
when anyone feels anxious) time seemed 
to move in slow motion and as I glance 
back, my memories are hazy and frag-
mented. I think this is because although 
its on the news and the radio nobody 
thinks of it as a real thing, as a thing that 
can hurt, its just something to talk about, 
its not real. Don’t make that mistake, its 
out there, its real and its here. 

Anais, aged 13
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Over the last few months we have been amazed by 

the amount of donations we have received. We are 

collecting more than before COVID. We will be 

starting our reverse advent calendars on the December 1st. This means 

each day when you open a window on your advent calendar, you put an 

item in the box for the food bank. We will be taking them to the food 

bank in the new year. The food bank will appreciate the extra donations. 

All donations or completed boxes can be left in the church porch until 

05/01/21. Many thanks             

My little ditty 

Why hurry, why worry 
Tomorrow is another day 
Another worry may come 
Stay calm, it will do no harm  
Love, laugh and be kind  
And peace you will find. 
Lockdown 2 now about half way 
through,  
Do I see light at the end of the tun-
nel?! 
Stay well stay safe.

Matthew 25:  31-46  Early in Matthew’s gospel Jesus preaches the 

Beatitudes and all nine of them are positive! Later on Jesus says that the 

greatest commandment is to Love God and the second is like unto it, 

love your neighbour and they are positive! Finally, in this week’s reading 

about the Great Judgement, which sounds very like a High Court at first, 

until we hear what the basis is for condemnation. It’s not that we have 

transgressed laws in a great legal tome, but that we have not done some-

thing for one of the least of my brothers or sisters; we have failed to be 

positive!  

LIGHT FOR A LOVED ONE: FOSM have run this since 2007.  Although 
instituted as a fundraiser, it has become so much more.  By sponsoring a 

light, anyone can mark the memory of a departed loved one or, indeed, 
someone from whom they will be parted through circumstances, particu-
larly poignant this year. 

It costs £10 to sponsor a light in the yew tree.  Lights will be switched on 
on Sunday, December 6th and every night until January 3rd.  Loved ones’ 
names are normally displayed inside the church but this year they will be 
on the FOSM noticeboard in the porch.  

Application forms from Sue Milne 824670 or the Post Office.

stmargaretschurchcrick.org.uk

 Ezekiel 34: 11-16 
The context for this passage is God’s call to Ezekiel to prophesy against 

the shepherds of Israel - their leaders – whose self-interest he condemns. 

 Jesus may have had these verses in mind when he gave the scribes and 

Pharisees the parable of the lost sheep.  Jesus was the Good Shepherd 

and, as his disciples, he calls us to be shepherds too.  As we lay the 

foundations for mission at St Margaret’s it is our prayer that we will, at all 

times, serve our neighbours and be a beacon of love, hope and peace.

A Prayer for the Week 
Dear Lord, 

Your unerring patience with us in all 
our times of trouble or joy gives us 
strength and reassurance and enables 
us to cope with each day’s challenge. 

For this we thank you. 

Lord, for those who really struggle 
each day, please gift them with your 
spirit and love to make the weak 
strong, the sick healthy, the broken 
whole, and those carrying heavy bur-
dens, able to endure. 

We ask this in Jesus name. 

Amen 
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