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Thought for Christmas 

The angels’ message was to night 
worker shepherds, not to politicians. 

The often omitted verse from ‘It 
came upon a midnight clear’ 
proclaims: 

And those whose journey now is 
hard, 

whose hope is burning low, 

who tread the rocky path of life 

with painful steps and slow; 

O listen to the news of love 

which makes the heavens ring! 

O rest beside the weary road 

and hear the angels sing. 

            

Prayer for Christmas                 

Loving Father,  we praise the newborn 

child, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Help us to share your love with everyone 

we encounter, to feed the hungry, clothe 

the naked, and stand against injustice 

and oppression. We pray for the ending 

of war and for peace in the world. We 

thank you for our family and friends, and 

for the many blessings, we have 

received. 
Amen 

CHRISTMAS VOICES 

Fact File:  Christmas 1870.                                       
Church decorations were particularly ornate that 
year. The nave walls, aisles and arches were 
festooned with evergreens. Over the chancel arch were 
the words "The Lord is in His holy Temple" in gold on 
crimson, and the organ-gallery carried the lines "Hark the 
Herald Angles (sic) sing Glory to the new-born King" in 

white on scarlet. The pulpit had a cross of white frost on a 
scarlet cloth studded with gold stars on each panel, while 
the chancel’s north wall was covered by a huge 12-pointed 
star in scarlet and green. Kirstie Allsopp, eat your heart 
out! 

                               Merry Christmas!                                                                     
One of my favourite books is Christmas Carol. My grandfather 
read it every year. I was reflecting on past joyful Christmases at 
St Margaret’s – the busy Christmas services; the vicar ‘shaking 
hands with every person individually as he or she went out, 
wishing them a Merry Christmas’ For future Christmases we will 
have a new vicar – Graeme Anderson – joining us at the end of 
January, let us ‘not shut out the lessons he teaches’!                                                           

However, Christmas present will be very different for everyone, 
‘yet there is an air of cheerfulness’ and resilience about in Crick 
as we prepare to rejoice in the birth of Jesus. Just look at the 
church nativity, Christmas lights and online services!       
Celebrate this Christmas living in the past, present and future! 
be; ‘as light as a feather, as happy as an angel, and as merry as 
a student and as giddy as a drunken man’. Have a very Crick 
Christmas.  
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Winter Wonderland 2020.            

Church bells ring, Sunday morning 
Another Crick day is dawning 
Lights in the Church yard, we don’t 
find it hard 
To smile as we walk through our 
Wonderland. 

In the wood, families walkin’ 
Lots of dogs, friends are talkin’ 
Cracks Hill sunshine bright, a 
beautiful sight 
Looking over Crick in Wonderland. 

This year we have really missed our 
socials 
Evenings we’re at home, not much 
to do. 
Next year we will party in the village 
There’s so much that we can look 
forward to. 

Sleigh bells ring, are you listening? 
All around, Crick is glistening. 
The Angels will sing, and love they 
will bring  
To all who share our village 
Wonderland. 

Dreaming of a White Christmas:                                                       
The weathermen are forecasting wet, rather than white, and that 
we are in for a “bad winter”, owing to El Nino’s recent activity. I’m 
recalling a ditty that my father (a clergyman) used to love.                   
The rain it raineth everyday                                                         
Upon the Just and Unjust fella,                                                         
But more upon the Just because                                                  
The Unjust stole the Just’s umbrella!                                             
We used to laugh, but the message is serious. While we look 
forward to a vaccine let us not forget the umbrella-less people on 
earth, and their need, nor the greedy ‘first-world’ habits that have 
already caused so much inequality and poverty throughout the 
whole world. 

Contributors: Richard Cattle, Di Dyer, Izzie 

Farrow, Bryan Gault, Alison Howard, Dave 

Milne, Anne Naylor, Kent Polley, Sheila 

Robertson, John Rogers,

Christmas                                            
Trees sparkle, puddings taste,          

Adults Christmas-shop with haste,    
Kids eat pie and sprouts and pud,   
More than grown ups ever could!   

While Christmas passes like a butterfly, 
The rest of our family eats mince pie! 

Secret Santa, done and gone.         

The kids asleep while the Christmas 
lights shine on. 

Izzie age 12 

Isaiah 52: 7-12:  What a glorious passage of good 

news and joy! ‘Your God reigns!’  As we prepare to 
celebrate once more Christ’s birth, we marvel at the baby, 
so humbly born. A baby born to be king, to bring peace, 
redemption and salvation to a broken world. God walking 
as man, showing his holy power over all the world. The 

scriptures exhort us to burst into songs of joy together, to 
go out with the Lord before and behind us, proclaiming to 
the world with joyful hearts, ‘Your God reigns!’ 

Did you hear this on Radio 4 recently? 
The following is a 92 year old woman‘s response to the question 
“What brightens up your day and helps you to get through 
lockdown?” ......... 
“My golden moment is at 5.30 every day! Part of the moment is 
in the ritual which goes like this:- Slice the lemon then drop it in 
the glass with two chunks of ice and a large measure of gin! 
Then the blissful fizz of the tonic! Then I light a candle and I sit 
and sip as I watch the flame of the candle. I count my blessings- 
family, friends, health and Radio 4! Magic!” 
A woman after my own heart!  Cheers and Merry Christmas! 

The chorus to Graham 
Kendrick’s worship song                     

‘Like a candle flame’ says God is with us, 

alleluia, Come to save us, alleluia, 

Alleluia!  2020 will of course be 

remembered for the pandemic but, 

through all the darkness, God’s light is 

still shining.  As we prepare to welcome 

Jesus once again into our lives, may 

God’s Spirit blaze in us and may we be 

enabled to bring many to the light of 

Christ.  God is with us, Alleluia.
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