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Thought for the week 

Questions: I have been 
pondering these words from 
Colossians 1, “God created 
everything in heaven and earth. He 
made the things we can see and the 
things we can’t see - Kings, 
Kingdoms, rulers and authorities…. 
Everything has been created 
through Him and for Him”. In this 
state of pandemic, with all the fear, 
anger and misery experienced 
through different situations and in 
different ways throughout the world, 
the difficult subject of suffering is 
always in one’s mind. So hard to 
make sense of - what does it all 
mean? Viruses too, are part of God’s 
kingdom, and thus have their place. 
How do our rulers respond? How 
can we influence them? So many 
questions to pray over. 

Prayer for the week 

Creator God, for daily bread and all 
who work to bring your harvest home 
we bring our thanks today.  Forgive 
our ingratitude, we who have so 
much yet waste what you have given. 
Help those who bring relief to those 
whose harvest is poor, whose crops 
have failed, whose water is tainted, 
whose children starve, and fill us with 
a generosity, that all might share from 
your garden and all might sing your 
praise. 
Creator God, provider of all we bring 
our thanks today.  Amen 
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Thoughts on Harvest:  When Pete 

Seeger recorded ‘Turn! Turn! Turn! in 
1959, most of the lyric came from the 
book of Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3. These 
words have resonated through the ages. 
The words attributed “season” to a series of 
opposing actions: “A time to be born, a time to die; a 
time to plant, a time to reap” ... seem particularly 
poignant at present.                                                                 

Leviticus 23:22 decreed: “When you harvest your 
fields, do not cut the corn at the edges … leave them 
for poor people”. Nowadays we also do it for wildlife. 

‘Good manners and kindness are always in fashion’. I was 

reminded of this phrase when seeing the donations brought into 

the local school for harvest and food bank. Good manners are 

everywhere, from the ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ in the Coop to the 

‘good morning’ in the street. It is good to remind ourselves of 

this phrase every now and then in the hustle and bustle of 

everyday life. On Sunday October 18th at 9.45am St 
Margaret’s has its Harvest service; a time to say ‘please’ and 

‘thank you’ for the gifts of the season. This year we are 

collecting for the Rugby food bank so please bring a donation, 

however small. It, like you, will be very welcome!
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Matthew 22: 1-14 There has been a sort of anti-Semitic tinge to 

the usual interpretations of Jesus’ criticisms of the Scribes and the 

Pharisees. And here, in  Matthew 22, Jesus tells a parable which 

could obviously be read as a heart rending criticism of His own 

Jewish nation, in general, and the Temple authorities, in particular. 

Those whom the King has invited to his son’s weddings all make 

excuses and in the end, kill the servant inviting them. But doesn’t this 

apply to the church today and to we who faint heartedly fail to 

respond to His invitation and who metaphorically kill Him?  
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Fact File: Fonts and Baptisms ‘Font’ comes from the Latin 

word for ‘spring’. Fonts are normally located near the church’s main 
entrance, in an area known as the baptistry. Originally large enough 
for an infant’s full immersion, it later became the practice to baptise 
by partial immersion or pouring water over the head.                                          
In 1236 it was ordered that all fonts should have a lockable lid.  The 
water was generally only changed once per year, on Easter Sunday! 
Some churches had a ‘Devil’s Door’ in the north wall, which was 
traditionally left open during a baptism to let out any evil spirits. 
This could have been the Sacristy door. 

Give thanks to the Lord of the 

harvest... As we give thanks for another 

harvest we can't avoid 3 important issues 

Firstly, even close to home there are many 

families struggling to feed themselves let alone eat a healthy diet. 

Secondly, climate change across the world means food producers 

are battling to grow their crops. Thirdly, the need to protect our 

environment, land, air and sea. Thanksgiving is an important part of 

our faith. Harvest helps us think more about thanking God. May our 

worship baskets be constantly full and our generosity Christ centred.

‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness!’ So wrote John 

Keats in his poem ‘To Autumn’.This is one of our 

favourite seasons, with all the beautiful changing 

colours around us, as the days begin to get 

colder. Also, it is the time of year to remember 

our hardworking farmers who are gathering in 

the harvest to see us through the chilly winter 

months.  Perhaps too it is a time to give grateful thanks to God, for 

his faithfulness to each one of us through every season of our lives. 

A Young Person’s View 

The Harvest                                  
The combine harvester reaps and 

grinds,                                             
To feed all of our hungry minds,  
The food is always plenty, ripe, 

Depending on what kind or type.     
Apples are red and yellow and 

green,                                
Blackberries black and shiny and 

clean,                                       
Wheat is yellow, rough and dry -  

IT’S TIME FOR APPLE AND 
BLACKBERRY PIE! 

Izzie (age 12) 

Through all the Changing 
Scenes of Life                                              

During these past months there has 
been opportunity for people’s 

talents to be gathered in and put to 
good use to enable the growth of 

The Church in the community. 
Grateful thanks to all those involved. 

What a wonderful foundation on 
which to build “The Church Going 

Forward in Crick“. 
In the words of the hymn 

 “Count your blessings name them 
one by one and it will surprise you 
what The Lord hath done”. We are 
seeing the changing scenes of life 

but the reassurance of God being in 
control is good .  
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