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   Welcome 

The inauguration of the new president of the USA 

and the institution of our new Rector at the end of 

next week, led me to think about power in 

conjunction with a phrase I noted on Thought For 

The Day on Radio Four, earlier this week, which 

was “We should not be judged by the example of 

our power but by the power of our example.” 

Jesus exemplifies this in that He did not use his 

power in a self appreciating way but in leading by 

example. We wait hopefully for the future.
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Thought for the week 

Psalm 34 v 8.  “Taste and  see 
the Lord is good.  Blessed is 
the man who takes refuge in 
Him”.  Where do you take 

refuge in the storms of life?  

Where do you go for comfort 

and safety?  It’s easy to turn to 

alcohol, chocolate etc. but the 

Lord offers an alternative.  

Before you turn to anything 

else, turn to God.  He wants us 

to take refuge in Him.    

Today taste the Lord, put your 

faith in God and he will give 

you his peace.  Lean on him 

and he will give you his 

strength.     

No matter what storm of life 

you are facing he will give you 

refuge. 

A Young Person’s View 

Lockdown isn’t easy and it isn’t going 
to get easier, but there are some ups 
to this clearly ‘down-time’. People are 
enjoying the outdoors more and that 
is proven to be good for mental 
health.  There are less flights and that 
means less pollution.  I actually want 
to go back to school!!!     
We can all get through Covid-19 by 
following guidelines and rules.    
Stay safe Crick!     

James (age 11) 
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Fact File: CHALKING THE DOOR ;  As well as the 

Epiphany Blessing, doors have been used to mark various 

things over the centuries. Exodus describes smearing lamb’s 

blood on the lintel to keep out the avenging angel.                                                                                                 

In the 1600s, Plague victims’ doors were marked with large 

painted crosses, usually with the words “Lord, have mercy 

on us”. They were guarded to ensure that the victims were 

kept in to protect others.                                                                                                   

In the late 1880s, Scottish landlords would drive out tenants 

by chalking a date by which time they had to leave.                            

Let us hope that God’s door is simply marked “Welcome”. 
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NOT EVERYTHING IS 
CANCELLED…   

sunshine is not cancelled 
love is not cancelled 
relationships are not cancelled 
reading is not cancelled 
naps are not cancelled  
going for a walk is not cancelled 
kindness is not cancelled 
imagination is not cancelled 
conversations are not cancelled 
HOPE is not cancelled. 

(Thank you to the unknown author 
of this very relevant message of 
Hope!)   

Jonah 3: 1-5 & 10  

Jonah had already learnt 

obedience to God, following his 

first refusal to go to Ninevah. He 

had learnt to fear God, to rely on 

God’s power and not on his own 

strength. Jonah’s absolute belief in 

God’s power gave his words the 

conviction and command to make 

the Ninevites understand their 

need for a true repentance. 

Together, the whole of Nineva, 

from the king down to the lowest 

on the social scale, expressed 

physical signs of repentance and 

turned away from their evil ways. 

As then, so now, God shows 

compassion and forgiveness to 

those who truly repent. 

Matthew 1: 14-20  These verses deal with the calling of the first 

disciples and each of the 4 Gospels includes a similar passage either 

at it’s beginning or in an early chapter.  The message to us is that 

anyone can be a disciple - it is not necessary to have special talents or 

abilities or possessions or social standing.  All that is required is to 

have belief and a willingness to follow where Jesus leads. Contributors: Di Dyer, James Farrow, 

Hazel Gault, Alison Howard, Dave Milne, 

John Rogers, Sheila Robertson, Ray 

Smith, Lorna Taylor, John Winn

“I looked for Him but did not find Him”.  
Commenting on this verse from the Song of Solomon, 

Spurgeon writes:  ” Tell me where you lost the company of 

Christ and I will tell you the most likely place to find Him. Have 

you lost him in prayer? , there you must seek and find Him. Did 

you lose Christ by sin? , then you must give up and seek 

forgiveness. Did you lose Christ by neglecting the Scriptures? , 

then who must return again to the Scriptures”.   

It is a true proverb, “look for a thing where you dropped it, it is 

there”. So look for Christ where you lost Him, for He has not 

gone away.”  

Prayer for the Week      
Lord, you said “the time has come. The kingdom of God has come 
near”. 
We give thanks for the Good News you have proclaimed. 
This is our time. 
Our time to follow you. 
Our time to bear witness.  
May our light shine so that others will see your Holy Spirit living in us. 

Nearer my God to Thee: If, like us, you are enthusiastic hill 

walkers, you may have been missing much of the Great Outdoors 

over the past year, as have we. But recently on BBC4 we were 

treated to a selection of “Winter Walks” taking place in Yorkshire 

and Cumbria. It was a spiritual and visual treat, as we accompanied 

our walking companions (we especially enjoyed being with two 

natives of “God’s own County” - Simon Armitage on the Yorkshire 

Moors Coast, and Baroness Warsi in Wharfedale). With OS maps we 

followed the routes from the comfort of our sofa. Not at all the 

same, of course, but very uplifting nevertheless. The beauty of the 

landscapes, the hopeful early signs of Spring – already – and happy 

memories of places trod in the past by us.                                                                           

Thanks be to God. 

John Winn has 3 bird boxes for sale. £15 each. All money goes to FOSM. If 

you would like one reply to contact@stmargaretschurchcrick.org.uk
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