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Welcome.   

Jesus washes away wrongdoing but you still have to 
hand gel– more on that later!Fundraising ‘Ride and 

Stride’ is on 12th September, please sponsor 
someone as much as you can – if you don’t know 
anyone contact Michala – this is one of the few 
opportunities the church will have to raise money this 
year.                                                                                  
The servery in the church is coming along with a new 
level floor now in place. Our fabulous online services 
and meditations continue online.                                          
Meanwhile the newly rediscovered stairs are leading 

us metaphorically to the main event, that…St 
Margret’s will be holding its first service on 
September 6th! We are pleased to welcome guest, 
Rev Jane Burns to officiate a morning worship service.                                                                  
The service will start at 9.45am. Please feel that you 
can come along. You will be expected on entry via 
the ‘war memorial entrance’ to leave your name and 
contact number, apply hand gel and wear a face 
covering (unless you have a health exception). 

Seating will be socially distanced. There will be no 
need to sing - a relief for some maybe! On leaving 
you will be asked to use hand gel again and pass the 
offertory plate! ‘you’re welcome’.
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Thought for the week 

"Faith without works is 
dead".  Recently I have been feeling 
pretty helpless and fruitless in my life. 
Then earlier this week I walked amongst 
a number of assorted fruit trees with a 
carpet of their fruit going to waste. It 
seemed to emphasise how I felt. Why 
couldn't this delicious fruit be enjoyed? 
What's the point of it growing only to rot 
on the ground?  Good works are fruits 
grown from a healthy faith. A life absent 
of good works - good fruit, will often 
indicate a faith is dead!! so I pray, 
"Please God make me useful in your 
service".                     

         Prayer for the Week                         
Loving father,                                      

May we start each day by praising 

you, giving thanks in anticipation, for 

the day ahead. In all our thoughts, 

help us to discern your Holy Spirit, 

guiding us and teaching us through 

your unending love, mercy, 

compassion and grace. We pray that 

we will seek you in all our doings of 

the day, so that when we come to rest 

at night, we can lay the past before 

you, seeking forgiveness for our sins 

and knowing your peace in our hearts. 

We pray this in the precious name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
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The Corinthians Test                       
(Chp 13: 3-7).                      
No matter what I say, what I 
believe, and what I do, I’m 
bankrupt without love.    
Love never gives up                 
Love cares more for others than for 
self                                             
Love doesn’t want what it does not 
have                                          
Love doesn’t strut                          
Love doesn’t have a swelled head                                              
Love doesn’t fore itself on others 
Love isn’t always ‘me first’         
Love doesn’t fly off the handle 
Love doesn’t keep score of the 
sins of the others                        
Love doesn’t revel when others 
grovel                                         
Love takes pleasure in the 
flowering of truth                      
Love puts up with anything Love 
trusts God always                     
Love always looks for the best 
Love never looks back                 
Love keeps going to the end 
Could you substitute your name 
for love? 

To everything there is a 
season: Moving from Summer to 
Autumn is a good time to take 
stock with a cuppa and read 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 ‘To everything 
there is a season….’  As in nature, 
so too in our own lives and in the 
life of our church, everything has a 
season and a time for every 
purpose under heaven.  At St 
Margaret’s the vacancy and the 
pandemic have been a time to 
break down and a time to build 
up.  What word or phrase calls out 
to you? Where might the Holy 
Spirit be leading you and how you 
offer your life in this place?  

Contributors:  Bryan Gault, Nigel Howard, 

Fred Norton, Kent Polley, Sheila Robertson, 

John Rogers, David Turner, Steve Westwood, 

John Winn

Fact File: St Margaret’s Organ (21st Century) 
The general state of the Elliot organ, built in 1819 by 

Thomas Elliot and now in the care of St. Margaret’s 

Church, had been deteriorating significantly towards the 

end of the last century. So, it was decided in late 2004 to 

set up a project to undertake a full restoration of the 

instrument, mostly funded with a very generous grant 

from the National Heritage Lottery Fund. Goetze & 

Gwynn were awarded the contract and the organ was 

dismantled and taken away to their factory in July 2008 and 

returned in time for the inaugural organ recital by Andrew 

Reid (Peterborough Cathedral organist) in October 2009. 

St Margaret’s: As a parishioner for over 50 years, I have been a 

worshipper during the tenancy of a number of Rectors and have 

experienced a similar number of interregna.  Being at one time 

directly involved, I asked why the system left us leaderless and was 

told that such times have positive purpose and that latent strength in 

the Congregation would come forth and certainly at St. Margaret’s I 

have seen this happen in the past and now at this present and 

stressful time.  The Voices news letters and video services are 

wonderful achievements and those responsible are to be sincerely 

thanked for maintaining the cohesion of the church’s purpose.

Matthew 16: 21-28: Every sentence of today's Gospel merits 

careful thought.                                                                               
Let's start with just one.  "Get thee behind me, Satan".            
Jesus was preparing His disciples for His death and resurrection, 
which was not an easy road for Him to take.  He did not wish to be 
crucified. “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me", yet 

Peter, His close friend and ally, who had made his own great 
confession of faith "Thou art the Christ", was tempting Him.                                            
It is, sadly, all too easy to give, to those we love most, advice that 
leads them away from God. Christianity is about giving, often 
giving more than we might imagine. In this case, giving One's 

Isaiah chapter 40 verse one states “ Comfort, comfort my 

people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to 

her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been 

paid for, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her 

sins.” Jesus is the forgiveness for all our sins. He is the Comforter for 

us, always. With us in the good times and the bad times, helping us 

both to celebrate, and to endure. 
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