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Welcome 

As you may be aware the church building is closed for the 
time being to help keep our community safe. This was a 

difficult decision for the PCC but it comes with Bishop 

Donald’s permission.  However, the Christian community 

continues online – Please join us on our YouTube channel at 

‘St MargaretsChurchCrick’.                                            

Graeme Anderson, our new Rector, will be joining us soon. 

There will be two services to welcome him.  The first, called 

a ‘service of institution’, is on Sunday 31st January at 3pm 

and will last about 30 minutes. It makes Graeme the legal 

Rector of the benefice.                                                          

You are welcome to view this online using the following 

details; - https://zoom.us/   Meeting ID: 836 8469 6474   

Passcode: jRTWF9.                                                             

You don’t need to book, but, there is a limit of 100 

participants on ‘Zoom’. If you can’t join, you may like to 

watch a recording of the service on our YouTube channel 

later. We will let you know when it is available.                                                                                        

The second service will be to induct Graeme into the 

benefice and will be arranged as and when services can be 

held in church.  All will be welcome to this community event. 

Stay safe – spring approaches… 
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Thought for the week 

What makes us significant?  Is it what 
we do or achieve?  Is it the impact we 
have on other people’s lives or what 
people think of us?  Or maybe it is our 
talents, skills and/or physical 
attributes?  For the Christian, it is that 
we are children of God. Our 
significance comes from what Jesus’ 
blood has done for us. Wow!  Just 
think on that.  It is from that base we 
can serve and live for God in all sorts 
of ways. We never need strive to be 
significant, but live out of the 
significance of being a child of God! 

  Prayer for the week 

Dear Lord, let all that I am and 
all that is within me praise Your 
name.  May I never forget the 

good things You do for me 
even in these dark difficult 
days.  Thank You for Your 
promise and assurance that 
whoever calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved. So, may 
all those who walk in the valley 
of the shadow of death fear no 
evil because Your peace has 

come to them.  For those who 
have lost their loved ones, may 
they also discover Your 
promise to comfort those who 
mourn.  Amen 
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Grim, gloomy, but not 
Godless! An ever-changeable 

world; but our God is 

unchangeable. Recently 

Archdeacon Richard spoke of the 

way the Church has faced its 

responsibilities, providing worship, 

physical or online, pastoral care 

and supporting Food Banks. The 

Church has shown adaptability, 

adapting worship quickly and 

easily, without the usual protracted 

debates. Finally, the Church is 

showing stickability, as together we 

“run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us, fixing our eyes 

on Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of faith.” May we 

continue to be church, to bless 

each other in the love of Jesus, 

and through kindness and prayer. 

John 1: 43-51.  Philip and 

Nathaniel are called in today’s 

reading, and the wedding feast at 

Cana follows. The turning of the 

water into wine is often described 

as Jesus’ first miracle, but the 

calling of the disciples seems to me 

to be pretty miraculous! How else 

would they follow immediately, and 

how would Jesus have seen 

Nathaniel under the fig tree? 

Nathaniel’s first words were “Can 

any good come out of Nazareth?” 

The same may be asked of Crick. 

The answer for Nazareth turned out 

to be a resounding “YES”, and so it 

can be for Crick! 

Samuel 3:1-10. God Calls Samuel  This is about God calling 

on a young Samuel. You may remember when you were at school all 

the teachers trying to learn your name – and you there’s. Its hard to 

believe but god knows your name and, in this story, god calls to 

Samuel. At first, he thinks it’s someone else – who would want to 

speak to a child! but eventually he replies "Here I am; you called me,” 
Some people think that God only calls grown-ups.                           

No, he does not! However, he probably won’t respond to ‘say my 

name, say my name’ (by destiny’s child)! 

Fact File: HOLY GRAFFITI.      20 + C + M + B + 21.           
What does this mean to you?  Me neither until a few days ago.  In 
fact, these symbols, which have appeared on doorframes around 
the country recently, are the revival of a blessing thought to have 
come from central Europe in the Middle Ages.  20 and 21 
symbolise the year and the crosses show North, South, East and 
West. The letters represent the names of the Magi, Caspar, 
Melchior and Balthasar, who gave their gifts to Jesus.  Alternatively, 
they stand for ‘Christus Mansionem Benedicat’. May God bless all 
our houses. 

That was then…. It’s just 51 weeks since this entry 

in my diary “New coronavirus spreading in China”.  It 
seemed so far away and unlikely to affect us here. The 

world was a different place then.We all know that ‘now’ 
it is hard to remember the insouciant way we shook hands, 
hugged, browsed the shops and mixed with loved ones. 
Unbearable sadness has affected everyone and it’s hard to stay 
positive, but there is hope.   The days are lengthening, the birds 
are singing and above all, our God is with us now and forever.                       

 How wonderful to hear of the swift delivery of the vaccine! 
Let’s spare a thought and give thanks for Dr Jenner from 
Gloucestershire who noticed that local milk maids, suffering from a 
mild skin problem on their hands known as Cowpox, never caught 
Smallpox, the great killer of his day. He experimented on James 
Phipps, aged 8; pus was taken from a cowpox pustule into an incision 
on the boy's arm, going on to prove that, having been inoculated 
with Cowpox, Phipps was immune to Smallpox. Despite the Royal 
Society in 1797,  telling Jenner his findings were too revolutionary - 
Jenner persevered and results were officially recognised in 1798. 
Jenner coined the word vaccine from the Latin 'vacca' for cow and its 
success was amazing, though anti-vaxxers were around then too – an 
1802 satirical cartoon depicted people who had been vaccinated 
sprouting cows’ heads! How courageous to take the vaccine without 
understanding quite how it worked.   
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